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My Loxp, . 


HE favourable opinion which 
your Lordſhip was pleaſed to 
entertain of this little Work, in the 
firſt Edition, has induced me to give 
it a Reviſal, and, by removing ſome 
inaccuracies, to render it leſs un · 
worthy your acceptance. — 
23 THAT 


[| 


Fs 1 s a 1 Ta 
DEDICATION, 


Tur fo. fight a performance 
ſhould have been able to attract 
your notice, I muſt attribute to 
that vigilant | unremitted attention, 
which ſo evigently diſtinguiſhes 
your Lordſhip' s conduct; and makes 
you eſteem no attempt undeſerving 
your regard, which has the re- 


, mateſt; tendency to promote the 


intereſts of religion or learning. 


Tuar this little manual may be 
of ſome uſe, eſpecially to the Youth 
of both Sexes, Lam encouraged to 
hope, from the candid. reception it 
has met with in our Univerſities, 
where, I am told, ſome of the Tutors 
have adopted it as a proper com- 
pendium to be put into the hands 
of the younger Students, at their 
entrance on a courſe of ſacred lite- 

rature, 


D/ED HA On 
rature. If it contributes in any 
| degree to make the Holy Sc | 
7 mo re, attent ively read 23 1 
underſtood, I fhall eſteem it 5 
petuliar happineſs, to have had 


this opportunity of teſtifying the 
ſincere reſpect, with which I am, 


My Lox, 
'Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obliged and * 1 
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Acne introductory illuſtration of 
the ſeveral Books of the New 
TEx$STAMENT, ſhewing the deſign of their 
writers, the nature of their contents, 
and whatever elſe is previouſly neceſ- 
ſary to their being read with underſtand» 
ing, is a work, that, if well executed, 
muſt prove the beſt of commentaries, 
and frequently ſuperſede the want of all 
other. Like an intelligent guide, it di- 
rects the Reader right at his firſt ſetting 
out, and thereby ſaves him the trouble 
of much after- inquiry: Or, like a map 
of a country through which he is to 
travel, if conſulted before - hand, it gives 
him a general view of his journey, and 
| prevents 
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prevents his being afterwards loſt and 
bewildered. nen bun ret 
Tuar the following little work will 
be ſound to anſwer this flattering de- 
ſcription, the Compiler dares not take 
upon him to aſſert; he can only ſay, that 
the contents are chiefly extracted from 
two eminent Writers, who have paxti- 
cularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this 
branch of ſacred criticiſm, and have lately 
thrown great light upon the ſubject. 
Tux firſt of theſe is, Mr. Profeſſor 
Mirc#asLis, of his Majeſty's univerſityof 
Gottingen,whoſe**IntroduCtory Lectures 
*t0 the ſacred Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, tranſlated from the German, 
were publiſhed, in one volume quarto, 
in 2761 *. The other is the Rev. Dr. 
*' Sinte tile Tranſlation of Mr. Mievnaztrza 
Book was publiſhed; cat eminent Writer has 
very much improved and. enlarged his work in 
the original German; and it were much to be 


wiſked that ſome capable perſon' would give us 
. of this W 


LARDNVEAR, 


1 
$145: 


PREFACE a 


Finoves, whoſe © Hiſtory of "the 
* Apoſtles and Evangeliſt; Writers 
«of te New Teſtament with' Re- 
© marks ànd Obſervatidns bn every 
Book,” was printed in three Vo. 
lumes g vb. in 1760. The former uf 
theſe has diſplayed fo much ingenuity 
and diſcetnment, and the latter Tuch's 
depth of learning, as give the greateff 
advantage to ſuch as would avail ther 
ſelves of their labours. ane 


Bur as their works are not of port 
able ſize, and contain a multitude of au- 
rious diſquiſitions not within the reach of 
the generality. of readers; the editor wa 
tempted to give a ſhort. abſtract of thein- 
reſpective contents, cleared from all miſ 
cellaneous digreſſions, and reduced with- 
in a ſmall compaſs for the pocket. He 
has not; however; merely confined him 

30 ot un mow 11 1 Anne signo 98. 
ance, or at leaſt would give a new Edition of tha. 

former Verſion; with all the later additions and im- 
| provements-of jthe Original. 


ſelf 
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ſelf to thoſe two writers, but has enriched 
his work from other authors: thus in the 
Key to the writings of the ſeveral Evan- 
geliſts, a full account is given of the cu- 
rious Hypotheſis of the learned and in- 
genious Dr. Owen, who, in his “ Ob- 
s ſervations on the Four Goſpels,” 8 vo. 
1764, has opened a new ſource of in- 
formation, and, by comparing the origi- 
nal language of the ſeveral Evangeliſts, 
has ſtarted many new hints, which had 
eſcaped former inquirers. If the Doctor 
ſhould find a difficulty ſtarted in the fol- 
lowing pages, in reſpect to one part of 
his ſcheme, he will alſo ſee a ſolution 
offered, which the editor apprehends will 
give new ſtrength and nen to the 
e argument. 

* Besipes theſe late writers, recourſe 
was occaſionally had to the learned and 
* uſeful labours of PyLe, DopprIDGe, 
BexoeLtvs, Durix, and other former 
Critics and Commentators; from each bf 
\whom ſuch parts were ſelected as ſeemed 


maſt 
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moſt ſolid and judicious 5. forming, in the 
whole, what it is hoped will be found a 


1 clear, conciſe, and not inconſiſtent com- 
1 pilation: in which the editor frankly 
1- acknowledges that very little ,will be 
be found: of his own, and that he has no 
9. other merit than that of bringing into 
1 one compendium whatever he thought 
i was moſt excellent in ſo many FU 
85 writers. | 

d AFTER this lttle uk was firſt com- 
Yr mitted to the preſs, the editor was fa- 
2 voured : by an ingenious friend with the 
f ſhort account of the ſeveral Sects and 
n Hereſies that prevailed in the times of . 
yl Chriſt and his \ poſtles. A general know- 
e ledge of theſe is ſo neceſſary to our 
| right underſtanding the ſacred writings, 
ſe in which one or other of them are con- 
d ſtantly alluded to, that this work would 
, have been imperfect without it.; ava is 


therefore prefixed, by way of InTR 
bucriox. In compiling this brief ſketc 


- | 
f 
d the writer acknowledges himſelf ace 
ſt 


Hoc: 
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ed not only to the valuable works of 


Gopwrw, Patbaaux, CALMET, and 
STACKHOUsE, but to the very learned 


Syſtem of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory by Mr. 
Chancellor Mosazrm, of the univerſity ; 


of Gottingen. 
To the ſame friend the babe i. ade 
indebted for rhe ſhort Anaiyſie, or Key, 


th the Prophecies contained in the Rey 


velation, with which this little book i is 
concluded. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


| ; 1h 
OF THE JEWISH SECTS, 
| OR 
PARTIES ALLUDED TO IN THE GOSPELS 


| II. | 
OF THE CHRISTIAN SECTS, 


on 
HERESIES ALLUDED TO IN THE EPISTLES. 


\OF 


THE JEWISH SECTS, 


OR 


PARTIES ALLUDED TO IN THE GOSPELS. 


THE PHARISEES. 


HE PnarIsEEs were a ſet among the 

Jews, that had ſubſiſted at leaſt above 
a century and half before the appearance of 
our Saviour. They affected the moſt profound 
regard for the Law of God, and the ſacred 
Books; but for the interpretation of them, 
and the manner in which they were to be 
obeyed, they depended chiefly upon traditional 
accounts. Theſe traditions encumbered religion 
with a thouſand frivolous obſervances, which 
drew off the mind from the more important 
matters of the law; and made men look upon 
themſelves as holy and acceptable to God, 
not ſo much from their moral conduct, and 
obſervance of divine inſtitutions, as from their 
conformity to certain modes and punctilios 
of mere human invention, introduced among 


B 2 them 
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them under pretence of being the Traditions 
of the Elders . Hence their more than ordi- 
nary ſtrictneſs in wearing the PHYLACTERY, 


and ſingularity in enlarging the BoRDERs or 


FRINGES of their garments, Hence their 
ſuperſtition about the Sabbath, as if it had 
been unlawful on that day to walk in the 
fields, or to pluck the ears of corn, or to cure 
the ſick, or to aid one's neighbour. Hence 
too their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, 


in the demureneſs with which they faſted, 


the exactneſs with which they paid their 
tithes, the oſtentation with which they prayed, 
performing that duty not only aloud, but in the 
moſt public turnings of the ſtreets; the ardour 


with which they encompaſſed ſea and land to 
make proſelytes, or converts to their ſect; their 
frequent waſhing, not only of themſelyes, but 


of their veſtments and utenſils; and their hold- 


© 1,C. Ancients. 

b The PHYLACTERIES were little ſcrolls of parchment 
bound to their foreheads and wriſts, on which were written 
texts of Scripture, taken from Exod. xiii. g. 16. and Deut. 
vi. 8. xi. 18. With regard to their BoxDERs and FRINGES, 
the reader will find the origin of this diſtinction in Num. 
xv. 38. Deut. xxii. 12. 
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ing at a diſtance, or ſeparating themſelves not 
only from Pagans, but from all ſuch Jews as 
complied not with their peculiarities. To this 
laſt circumſtance they ſeem to have owed the 
name of their ſet; the word PHARISER 
being derived from a verb in the Hebrew *, 
which ſignifies to DIVIDE Of SEPARATE, 
This ſe, however, not only held the ſoul to 
be immortal, but had ſome light notions of 
a reſurrection, believing that on ſome occa- 
ſions the ſoul might again re-animate a body : 
Whence their conjecture about Chriſt upon 
his firſt appearance, that he was either John 
the Baptiſt, or Elias, or one of the old pro- 
phets; and hence too, notwithſt ding the 
violence with which they had oppoſed the 
perſonal miniſtry of Jeſus, that aptitude they 
diſplayed in after-times, beyond ſome of the 
other Jewiſh ſects, to fall-in with his Reve ; 
lation. 


i” WP, Pharaſh, To divide, 
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THE SCRIBES. 


Treg word SCRIBEs, as that denomination 
occurs in the New Teſtament, appears to be 
the title not of any particular ſect, diſtinguiſhed 
from all others as to their modes of practice, 
or belief; but a general term, applicable to all 
thoſe of whatever ſect, who made the Law of 
Moſes and the prophetical and ſacred books 


their peculiar ſtudy, ſo as to become capable 


of commenting upon them, and thence of pub- 
licly inſtruQting the people. This office ſeems, 
however, to have been confined to the deſcen- 
dants of Levi, who being very numerous, 


and not at᷑ all times engaged in the immediate 


ſervice of the temple, had leiſure and oppor- 
tunity enough to qualify themſelves for this 
duty, being unembarraſſed with ſecular em- 
ployments, and liberally provided for among 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed, from the 
frequent mention that is made in the Goſpel of 
the Scribes and Phariſees in conjunction, that 
the greateſt number of Jewiſh Teachers or 
Doctors of the Law?, for theſe are expreſſions 


© So the original word ſhould have been rendered, where 
in our tranſlation it is improperly expreſſed by the modern 
term, LAWYERS. 


% 


equivalent 
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equivalent to Scx1BE, were at that time of 
the Phariſaical ſect. In the Old Teſtament, 
we meet with the term SCRIBE in a ſecular | 
ſenſe, as denoting ſometimes a ſecretary of 
ſtate e, ſometimes a principal clerk in a court 
of judicaturef, and ſometimes a commiſſary 
or muſter-maſter in the army t: and although 
it is probable that a duly-qualifed man be- 
longing to any of the other tribes might be 
admitted into any of theſe employments ; yet 
the ſuperior opportunity that the deſcendants 
of Levi enjoyed for all ſorts of literary im- 
provements, renders it likely that they were 
generally preferred, eſpecially in ancient times, 
even to theſe departments. 


THE SADDUCEES. 


Tun moſt ancient ſect among the Jews 
was that of the SapnOucees, This name 
may either be derived from the Hebrew word 
Store, which ſignifies jusTICE; or from a 
certain teacher among the Jews called Sapoc, 
The former ſeems to have been the origin of 


© 2 Sam. vill. 17. XX. 25- 
Matt. ii. 4. 1 Maccab. v. 42. 
© 2 Chron, xxvi 11. 2 Kings, xxv. 19. 
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the appellation, according to the account of tlie 
Sadducees themſelves; the latter, according to 
the account given of them by the Phariſees in 
the Talmud. If we admit the former deri va- 
tion, it aſſigns no fixed date of the antiquity of 
this ſect; if the latter, it aſcertains their riſe to 
have been but a few years before that of the 
Phariſees, But be this as it may, the Saddu- 
cees ſeem to have been originally ſtrict adhe- 
Tents to the Moſaic inſtitution, and to the 
Canonical books, only interpreting them in 
the moſt literal ſenſe, and rejecting all other 
explications. The ſuperior eſtimation in 
which they held the Pentateuch, or writings 
of Moſes, to all other compoſitions in the ſa- 
cred collection, gave rife in all probability to 
the report of their adverſaries, that they en- 
tirely rejected the authority of the reſt : and 
the doubts they entertained about a future 
fate, a doctrine not clearly revealed in the 
writings of Moſes; and about any appear- 
ances of angels or ſpirits among men, ſince 
the finiſhing of the Jewiſh Canon; ſeem to 
have at firſt given a bandle to the Phariſees of 
rendering them ſuſpeCted of irreligion, which 
in all probability was afterwards confirmed by 
men of looſe principles ſheltering themſelves 

under 


re] 
th 
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under their name. This however is certain, 
that at the time of our Saviour this ſeCt is 
reputed to have held doctrines that were 
thoroughly impious b. For they are ſaid to 
have denied the reſurrection of the dead, the 


being of angels, and all exiſtence of the ſpirits 


or ſouls of men departed. It was their opinion 
that there is no ſpiritual Being but God only ; 
that as to man, this world is his all; that, at 
his death, body and ſoul die together, never to 
live more; and that, therefore, there is no fu- 
ture reward nor puniſhment. They acknow- 
ledged that God made this world by his power, 


and governs it by his providence; and, for the 


carrying on this government, hath ordained 
rewards and puniſhments, but that they do not 
extend beyond this world. In a word, they 
ſeem to have been Epicureans in all reſpects, 
excepting only. that they allowed that God 
made the world by his power, and governs it 
by his providence, At the ſame time that 
they held theſe looſe notions, they are ſaid to 
have had a bigotted attachment to the law of 
Moſes : and whether it proceeded from this, 
or their conſidering our Saviour as a ſeditious 


> Vide Pridcaux, 
| perſon, 
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perſon, thy ſoon joined with the Phariſees in 
bringing Chriſt and his diſciples to death; 
for Caiaphas, who was of this ſect, and who 
was High-prieit of the Jews at that time, was 
he who condemned Jeſus to be crucified ; and 
Ananus the younger i, another of this ſect, put 
to death St. James the brother of our Lord, 


THE HERODIANS, 


Or the HERO0DDIAxNs we meet with nothing 
among ancient writers, except in the New 
Teſtament itſelf; where alſo mention is made 
of certain GALILEANS, whoſe blood Pilate 
mingled with their ſacrifices, and who are de- 
ſcribed elſewhere in the New Teſtament as 
having made an inſurreQion againſt the go- 
vernment, and are called Murderers, or Si— 
carii*, The learned Calmet takes an oppor- 
tunity hence of imputing to thoſe called He- 
rodians whatever was done by theſe Gali- 
Izans, and thinks they were called Hzro- 
DIANS by the other Jews, becauſe Galilee at 


Son of Annas the High Prieſt, mentioned in the Goſpel ; 
who is called Ananus, by Joſephus, 

* Acts, xxi. 38. Sce a further account of this Sect, or 
Farty, p. 31, under the name of Gautanitzs. 
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that time was under the command of HzroD, 
ſurnamed ANTiPAs. But when we reflect 
that this inſurrection happened long before 
Chriſt entered upon his public miniſtry, even 
as early as the 10th year of his age, when the 
Inſurgents were entirely routed, and the party 
diſperſed 3 whereas the Herodians are men- 
tioned as ſtill flouriſhing at the very time 
when Chriſt was employed in his miſſion; we 
cannot forbear aſſenting to the judicious con- 
jectures of Dr. Prideaux and others, who look 
upon the Herodians not as a religious ſect, 
but a political party, who began to become 
eminent in the days of Herod the great, as 
favouring his claims, and thoſe of his patrons 
the Romans, to the ſovereignty of Judæa. 
Some of theſe, no doubt, might be weak 
enough to imagine, that Herod was the Meſ- 
ſiah; or wicked enough to pretend that they 
did, in order to ſerve his cauſe; and would 
be ready to vindicate his conduct, when, 
the better to pay his court to the Romans, 
he conſecrated temples to ſome of their falſe 
deities And this party having begun in the 
time of Herod the great, may well be ſup- 
poſed to have continued long afterwards in 
favour and power, by the indulgence of the 

Herods, 
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Herods, and influence of the Romans. That 
Leaven therefore of theirs, againſt which our 
Saviour warns his hearers!, muſt in this caſe 
have been, either their falſe conceptions of the 
Meſſiah, or their pliantneſs and conformity 
to Idol-worſhip, or both. 


1 Mark, viii. 13. 
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THE CHRISTIAN S ECTS, 


OR 


HERESIES ALLUDED TO IN THE EPISTLES. 


HE N the religion of Jeſus began to 

be ſpread abroad in the world, it had 
not only to ſtruggle with avowed adverſaries, 
ſuch as the Jew and the PAC AN, by whom 
its profeſſors were expoſed to all manner of 
external diſgrace and calamities; but it had to 
ſupport itſelf in its native purity, dignity, and 
excellence, againſt the corrupt doctrines, which 
many of thoſe whom it received into its 
community had brought with them, from the 
Jewiſh or Pagan ſyſtems ; for under theſe two 
denominations were all mankind at that time 
included ; and both ſo very corrupt, as to be 
far more capable of imparting infection, than 
of becoming pure. 


1. Or 
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I. 
Or the IR Ws who became Chriſtians, there 
were, beſides ſuch as had been of the ſect of 
the PHARISEEs, &c. others that had imbibed 


the particular opinions of the EssENES and 
the GAULANITES. 


THE ESS ENES. 


TRR EsskNEs ſeem to have been of a very 
remote antiquity. They might take their riſe 


from that diſperſion of their nation, which 


happened after their being carried captive into 
Babylon. The principal character of this ſect 
was, that they choſe retirement, were ſober, 
were induſtrious ; had all things in common; 
paid the higheſt regard to the moral precepts 
of the law, but neglected the ceremonial, 
any farther than what regarded bodily clean- 
neſs, the obſervation of the Sabbath, and 
making an annual preſent to the Temple at 
Jeruſalem, - They nevet aſſociated with wo- 
men, nor admitted them into their retreats; 
but gladly embraced every fair opportunity of 


ſupporting and enlarging their ſociety, by 


rearing, breeding, educating, and inſtructing 
other 
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other men's children, as if they had been 
their own. By the moſt ſacred vows, though 
they were in general averſe to ſwearing, or to 
requiring an oath, they bound all whom they 
initiated among them, to the obſervance of 
piety, juſtice, fidelity, and modeſty; to con- 
ceal the ſecrets of the fraternity, preſerve the 
books of their inſtructors, and with great care 
commemorate the names of the angels. To 
them in all likelihood the Apoſtle alludes, 
when he inveighs againſt thoſe who forbid to 
marry, who command to abſtain from meats, 
and who, through a voluntary humility, pay 
worſhip to angels. But a more particular ac- 
count of theſe errors the reader will find be- 
low, in page 130, &c. 


THE GAULANITES. 


Tre GAULANITEsS were Galilæans, who 
had this name given them from one Judas 
Theudas, a native of GAULAN, in Upper Ga- 
lileez who, in the roth year of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was the laſt of Auguſtus, and ten years 
after the death of Herod the great, excited his 
countrymen the Galilzans, and many others 

of 
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of the Jews, to take arms, and venture upon 
all extremities, rather than pay tribute to the 
Romans. The principles he infuſed into his 
party were, not only that they were a free 
nation, and ought to be in ſubjection to no 
other; but that they were the elect of God, 
that he alone was their governor, and that 
therefore they ought not to ſubmit to any 
o:dinance of man. And though he was un- 
ſucceſsful, inlomuch that his party in their 
very firſt attempt were entirely routed and 
diſperſed; yet ſo deeply had he infuſed his 
own enthuſiaſm into their minds, that they 
never reſted till in their own deſtruction they 
involved the city and temple. To this wild 
and fanatic party ſeem to be addreſſed many 
of thoſe paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
wherein obedience to magiſtracy is ſo pionſly 


and rationally inculcated, 


THE NAZAREENS. 


Tux Phariſees ſeem to have compoſed the 
chief body of thoſe Chriſtian converts, , who 
in the earlier times were diſtinguiſhed by the 
appellation of NAaZAREEN8. Theſe, though 

they 


the 


rho 
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gh 
ey 
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they embraced Chriſtianity, yet entered ſo 
little into the real ſpirit and genius of it, that 
they were {ill fond of the beggarly elements 
and carnal ordinances of the Ceremonial Law. 
To repreſs this their inordinate ſuperſtition, 
ſeems to have been the intention of the ſeve- 
rity with which the Law is treated in the 
Apoſtolic writings, where not only circumci- 
ſion is exclaimed againſt, but we are taught to 


let no man judge us with regard to meats or 


drinks, or the obſervance of holy-days, or of 
the new moon, or of the ſabbath ; which were 
a ſhadow of things to come, whereof Chriſt 
1s the ſubſtance. | 


II. 
THE ON OST IC SV. 


Or the GEN TIL ES who were converted to 
Chriſtianity, the moſt dangerous and pernici- 
ous kind were thoſe who were infected with 
the EVT TI AX PuiLosorRHTY; a ſyſtem, as 
it was then taught, entirely chimerical and 


abſurd. The Chriſtians of this ſort aſſumed 


to themſelves the name of GNnosTics; a word | 


of Greek deriyation, implying a Knowledge 
I C ſuperior 
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ſuperior to that of other men. This word 
does not occur in the New Teſtament; but 


THE NICOLAITANS, 


of whom mention is made in the Apocalypſe 
of St. Johnen, ſeem to have been of the 
Gos rie ſect: as were alſo 


THE CERINTHIANS; 


for moſt of the errors" maintained by CERIx- 


' THUs, and oppoſed in the goſpel of St. John, 


may be derived from the ſame ſource. 

Wren we ſay the Gentile converts were 
chiefly liable to the Gros rie infection, we 
muſt not be underſtood to exclude thoſe of 
the Jewiſh race, many of whom were tainted 
with it, but they ſeem to have derived it from 
the Eſſenes o. 


THE EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY. 


THe maintainers of this philoſophy held, 
that the ſupreme Being, though infinitely per- 
fect and happy, was not the creator of the 


» Sce this Set deſcribed below, p. 139. 
» See them deſcribed at large, p. 78. 
* See p. 128, 
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univerſe, nor the only independent being: 
for, according to them, Matter too was eter- 
nal. The ſupreme Being, who reſides in the 
immenſity of ſpace, which they called Plero-- 
ma, or fulneſs, produced from himſelf, ſay 
they, other immortal and ſpiritual natures, 
ſtiled by them Æons ?, who filled the reſidence 
of the Deity with beings ſimilar to themſelves. 
Of theſe beings, ſome were placed in the 
higher regions, others in the lower. Thoſe 
in the lower regions were nigheſt to the place 
of matter, which originally was an inert and 
formleſs maſs, till one of them, without any 
commiſſion from the Deity, and merely to ſhew 
his own dexterity, reduced it into form and 
order, and enlivened ſome parts of it with 
animal ſpirit. The Being who atchieved all 
this, they called the DEM IiuRGUs 4, But ſuch 
was the perverſenefs of matter, that, when 


brought into form, it was the ſource of all 


evil. The ſupreme Being, therefore, never 


„Eu, in Greek, properly ſignifies the Age of man, 
but, having been employed by philoſophers to expreſs 
the duration of ſpiritual and inviſible beings, the Beings 
themſelves were afterwards figuratively called Tens, or Du- 


rations, &c. 


1 1, e. The Operator, artificer. or wotkmas, 
| C 2 intended 


| 
| 
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intended to have given it a form ; but as that 
had been now done, he, in order to prevent 
miſchief as much ag poſſible, added to the 
animal ſpirit of many of the enlivened parts, 
rational powers, The parts to whom rational 
powers were thus given, were the original 
parents of the human race; the other ani- 
mated parts, were the brute- creation. Un- 
luckily, however, the interpoſition of the 
ſupreme Being was in vain; for the Demiur- 
gus grew fo aſpiring, that he ſeduced men 
from their allegiance to the ſupreme Being, 
and diverted all their devotion to himſelf. 
'THrsE are the out-lines of this phantaſtic 
philoſophy. The corruptions flowing from 
it, when adapted to Chriſtianity, were theſe. 
They held that the God of the Jews was 
the DEemiuRGUus ; that to overthrow and 


| ſubvert the power and dominion of this 


Demiurgus, JEsus, one of the celeſtial 
ots, was ſent by the ſupreme Being to 
enter into the body of the man ChRIST, 
in the ſhape of a dove; that Chriſt, by his 
miracles and ſufferings, ſubverted the kingdom 
of the DEMIUROUS; but when he came to 
ſuffer, the. Aon Jeſus carried along with 
himſelf the ſoul of Chriſt, and left behind upon 

the 
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the croſs, only his body and animal ſpirit : 
that the old Teſtament ought to be rejected, 
as having been the means whereby the DEMI- 
URGUS ſupported his influence among men; 
that the ſerpent who deceived Eve, ought to 
be honoured, for endeavouring to reſcue men 
from their ſlavery to the DEMIURGUs; and, 
finally, that we ought not to marry, or pro- 
create children, becauſe, in ſo doing, we ge- 
nerate matter, which is the ſource ot all evil; 
and that there is no reſurreCtion of the bady 
becauſe the body is material. | 
AGAINST this philoſophy, and not againſt 
true ſcience of any kiad, are all thoſe texts of 
the New Teſtament levelled, which ſeem to 
arraign philoſophy. This is that philoſophy 
which is there deſcribed as vain, deceitful, tra- 


ditionary, formed upon the rudiments of the 


world, and not after Chriſt, Theſe are the 


profane and old wives fables ; the endleſs ge- 


nealogies, vain babblings, and oppoſitian of 
ſcience falſely ſo called, which we are to re- 
ject, and not to give heed to. And of theſe 
Sophiſts, or Gnoſtics, as they called them- 
ſelves, the Apoſtles write, wllen they ſay, 


« There are certain men, crept in unawares, , 


&« who were before of old ordained to this 
C 3 & condemna- 


1 
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« condemnation; ungodly men, turning the 
ce grace of our Hod into laſciviouſneſs, and de- 
„ nying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt :.“ And again, & Now if 
& Chriſt be preached that he roſe from the 
&« dead, how ſay ſome among you, that there 
« js no reſurrection of the dead? 


7 Jude, iv. Cor. xv. 12. 


_— 


To this INTRODUCTION may not improperly be 
ſubjoined a ſhort ABSTRACT of the ChRo- 

 NoLCGY of Our Lord's Public Miniſtry, as it 
has been ſettled by Sir I8Aac NEWTON, and 

ſome other Critics, who make it to have laſted 
Five Paſſovers. | 


It is here copied from Mr. BowYER's Con- 
JECTURES on the New Teſtament, &c, 
8vo. 17723 a work equally learned and 


curious, See his Preface, page xxxi. 


where this Chronology is defended and 
allufl rated, - 


he 
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THE CHRONOLOGY 


OF 


CHRIST'S PUBLIC MINISTRY. 


The Fifteenth of Tiberius began Aug. 19, 
in the year 4742, of the Julian Period. 
(Tiberius's reign began Aug. 19, An. J. P. 
4727, A. D. 14.) So ſoon as winter was 
over and the weather became warm enough, 
John began to baptize. Luke, iii. 1. [ Sup- 
poſe in March.] 

A. D. Tib. The rSsTH PAs80VER, John, ii. 


31. 


16-17. 33. Wedneſday Mar. 28, after 


Chriſt's baptiſm (which was, 
we may ſuppoſe, in September, 
the 17th of Tiberius not be- 
ginning till Aug. 19), he came 
into Judea: ſtaid baptizing there 
while John was baptizing in 
non, John, iii. 22, 23. 


John caſt into priſon in November. 


About the time of the winter 
Solſtice [in December], four 
months before the harveſt, J. C. 
went through Samaria intoCana 
of Galilee, Matt. iv. 12. A No- 
bleman of Capernaum went to 


him there, and deſired he would 


come and heal his Son, He 
C4 did 


| 
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A. D. Tib. did not go, but ſaid, &. Go, 


32. 


priſonment of John till now. 


cc thy ſon liveth.“ ohn, iv. 


After ſome time there, he paſſed 


thro' the midſt of the people, and 
dwelt in Capernaum. Luke, iv. 


17-18, The sEcOND PAsSOVER, Mon- 


day, Apr. 14. He called Pe- 
ter, Andrew, James and John : 
Preached the Sermon on the 
Mount, Matt. v; whither mul- 
titudes followed him from Je- 
ruſalem, where he had been at 
the Feaſt, When the winter 
was coming on, He went to the 
feaſt of TABERNACLES in Sept. 
Mat. viii. 19. 23. Lu. ix. 51. 57. 


He vent about the villages of Ga- 


lilee, teaching in their Syna- 
gogues, and working many mi- 
racles, Matt. ix. Sent forth the 
twelve, Matt. x. Received a 
meſſage from John the Baptiſt. 
Upbraided the cities of Chora- 
zin, Beth ſaida, and Capernaum, 
becauſethey repented not, Matt. 


Xi. which ſhews there was a 


conſiderable time from the im- 


A. D. 


A. 
37 
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A. D. Tib. The THIRD PASSOVER Friday, 
32. 18-19. Apr, 3; after which, the diſciples, 
going through the corn- fields, 
rubbed the ears in their hands, 
Matt. xii. Luke vi. 1. d f 
cc on the ſecond prime Sabbath,” 
that is, the ſecond of the two 
great feaſts of the paſſover; as 
we ſay, Low SUNDAY. 

He healed a man on the ſabbath- 
day, Matt. xii. 9. Luke, vi. 6. 

The phariſees conſulted to deſtroy 

him, when he withdrew himſelf. 
Matt. xii. 14. 

He ſpake in a ſhip three parables, 
one of the Seedſmen ſowing the 
fields, Matt. xiii; whence we 
may inter it was now ſeed time 
and that the feaſtof the Taberna- 
cles, in Sept. or Octob. was paſt. 

He went into hisown country, and 
taught in the Synagogues; but 
did not any mighty work, be- 
cauſe of their unbelief. The 
Twelve returned, having been 
abroad a year, and told him of 
John's being beheaded. He de- 
partedprivately in a ſhip to Beth- 

ſaida. 
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A.D. Tib. ſaida. Fed five thouſand inthede- 


ſert, Mat. xiv. Luke ix. Joh. vi. 4. 


33. 19-20, The FOURTH PASSOVER, Friday, 


Apr. 23. John, vi. 4. to which 


de went not up, John, vii. 1. 


Henceforward he was found on 
the coaſt of Tyre and Sidon; 
then by the ſea of Galilee, next 
on the coaſt of Cæſarea Philippi, 
and laſtly at Capernaum, Matt. 
XV. 21. 29. xvi. 3. xvii. 34. Went 
privately to the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles in Autumn, John, vii. 2. 
The Jews thought to ſtone him, 


but he eſcaped, John, viii. 59. 


Went to the feaſt of Dedication 
in Winter, John, x. 22. The Jews 
ſeeking to kill him, he fled be- 
yond Jordan, John, x. 39, 40. 
Matt. xix. i, On the death of 
Lazarus came to Bethany, John, 
xi. 7. 18, Walked no more 
openly, but retired to Ephraim, 


a city in the wilderneſs, till 
34. 30. The FIFTH and LAST PASSOVER, 


Wedneſday, Apr. 13. John, xi. 
53—55. In the Conſulſhip of 
Fabius and Vitellius, 


A 


>de- 
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8 HE ſacred Writings, which Chriſtians 1 
"Pls receive as divinely inſpired, are called N 
Kt. general SCRIPTURE, or THE SCRIPTURES, | 
ent a word which literally ſignifies WRITING, or 
8 Tux WRITIN GS. This Title often occurs ( 
725 in the New Teſtament ©, and was commonly 
Bs applied in the time of our Saviour to denote 

” the books received by the Jews as the rule of 


faith: it has ſince been extended to the writ- 
ings of the Apoſtles * and Evangeliſts, as com- 
pleting the whole of divine revelation; ſo that 
the Writings of the Old and New Teſtament 
are indiſcriminately called by Chriſtians, by 
way of diſtinction, SCRIPTURE, or Tux 
SCRIPTURES, 


— 


N © 2 Tim. iii. 16. Luke, iv. 31» 
» 2 Pet. i. 16. | 


Tur 


T FOE 


THz whole collection of theſe ſacred wri- 
tings is called the BIBLE: This word origi- 
nally ſignifies Book, and is given to the wri- 


tings of the Prophets and Apoſtles by way of 


eminence. Theſe collectively are called the 
Book, or BIBLE, the Book of Books, as ſu- 
perior in excellence to all others in the world, 

THe holy Scriptures are divided into the 
OLD and New TESTAMENT. The former 
contains the books written under the old Diſ- 
penſation of the law of Moſes ; the latter 
thoſe publiſhed under * new Diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel. 

TE New TesTAMENT (containing the 
inſpired books written after Chriſt's aſcenſion 
into heaven) is intitled in Greek H KAINH 
ATAGOHKH, a title which was early borrowed 
by the Church from Scripture e, and autho- 
rized by St. Paul himſfelff, 

Tur1s title, according to the paſſages of Serip- 
ture whence it is taken, ſhould be rendered 
CovEnanT. And in this view, THE NEw 
CovENANT ſignifies, © A Book containing the 
« terms of the new Covenant between God 


„ Mat. xxvi: 28. Gal. ini. 17 Heb. viii. 8, ix. 13. 20. 
1 2 Cor. iii. 14. 


c and 


d 
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« and Man.” But according to the meaning 
of the Primitive Church, which beſtowed this 
title, it is not altogether improperly rendered 
New TESTAMENT; as being that wherein 
the Chriſtian's inheritance is ſealed to him as 
a ſon and heir of God, and wherein the death 
of Chriſt as a teſtator® is related at large, and 
applied to our benefit. As this title implies 
that in the Goſpel unſpeakable gifts are given, 
or bequeathed to us, antecedent to all condi- 
tions required of us; the title of TESTAMENT 
may be retained, although that of Covenant 
is moſt exact and proper. 

Tus ſacred writings of the New Teſtament 
are all handed down to us in the Greek Lan- 
guage, which was that moſt generally under- 
ſtood at the time they were written, and are 
part Hiſtorical, part Epiſtolary, and 1 Pro- 
phetical ®, Of the former are 


THE FOUR COSPELS. 


THE word EYATTEAION, Ev ANGELIUM 
(GoseeL) ſignifies in Greek authors any joyful 
tidings, and is exaCtly anſwerable to our Eng- 
liſh word GosPEL, which is derived from the 


* Viz. Revclations. 
Saxon 


4 Heb. ix. 16, 17. 
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Saxon Lod, and ꝓpel, ſpeech or tidings. In 
the New Teſtament this term is confined to 
The glad tidings of the actual coming of 
« the Meffiah 3” and is even oppoſed to the 
prophecies concerning Chriſt, Rom. i. 1, 2, 
So in Matt. xi. 5. our Lord ſays, «The Poor 
c“ have the Goſpel preached to them :” i. e. 
The coming of the Meſſiah is preached to the 
Poor. Hence the Church gave the name of 
Goſpels to the Lives of Chriſt, that is, to 
thoſe ſacred hiſtories wherein the good news 
of the coming of the Meſſiah, with all its joy- 
ful circumſtances, are recorded, 

The Chronological Order of theſe ſacred 
narratives, according to the moſt eminent 
Critics who have conſidered this ſubject, i 18 
as follows. 


TABLE 


Sr. 
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HISTORICAL BOOKS, 
\ 


With the Places when and where written 
according to Mr, MichAELIs. 


A. D. 


Book. Place. 
Sr. MArruzw. Jop, or near it. 6 + 
In Hebrew, for the Uſe of the Hebrews. 
Sr. Maxx. i Rou r. f _ 
For the Uſe of the Romans who underſtood 
not Hebrew. 
ST. Luxx. ALEXANDRIA. 63 or 64 
For the Uſe of the Gentil Chriſtians in 
Egypt, Greece, &c. 
ST. Joux. Ernzsus. 69 
To refute the Errors of Cerinthus and the 


Gnoſtics. 


The Ac rs by Sr. Lux k. ALEXANDRIA. 63 or 64 


For the Uſe of Churches every where. 


Dx. 
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DR. MiLL and Dr. LARDNYER concur for 
the moſt part in theſe dates, &c.: only the 
latter thinks St. MaTTHEw's Goſpel was writ 
in Greek about A. D. LXIV ; that St. Manes 
was, alſo penned the fame year; and that St. 
Luk x's Goſpel and Acts of the Apoſtles were 
firſt publiſhed in GRRRCB. Dr. Mill thinks 
St. Joun' s Goſpel was written ſo late as the 
year xc vi, not long before his death. 

It is the general opinion of iheſe and almoſt 
all other Critics, that the firſt three Evangeliſts 
had not ſeen each other's Goſpels, when they 
compoſed their own, except St. MARK, who 
is allowed to have abridged' that of St. 
MATTHEw : But an ingenious writer! hag 
lately compared the ſeveral Goſpels together 
in the original language, and thinks he hath 
diſcovered ſtrong internal proofs of the con- 
trary: he has therefore offered a new arrange- 
ment according to the following Lobine mal) 


1 Dr. Owen. bee his Obſervations « on "the Fo ur Gol. 
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Of the Times, Places, and Occaſions of writing 
the Goſpels, according to Dr. Owzx, 


Goſpels. Places. A. D. 
St. MATTHEW'S, Jau. about 38 *® 
For the Uſe of the Jewiſh Converts. 


ST. Luxz's, Conxtvru. about 53 
6 For the Uſe of the Gentile Converts. 


Sr. MarKk's. Roux. about 63 
+ For the Uſe of Chriſtians at large. 


$7, Jon's. | Ernrsvs. about 6g 
To tonfute the Cerinthian and other Hereſies. 


Tuts ingenious writer thinks, St. Mar- 
THEw wrote his Goſpel for the uſe of the 
Churches at Paleſtine, then compoſed of Jewiſh 
converts, and adapted it tothe condition of the 
times, and the nature of their circumſtances, 

„WEN the Gentiles were admitted into the 
Chriſtian Church, St. Luxx, as the exigence 


This and the Date of St. taint Detect abs comments 
ed in the following Pages; however, the general Arrange- 
ment may be allowed to Rand here. 
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of their ſtate required, ſtrengthened their faith 
by. another ' Goſpel, accommodated to their 
1 ſpecial uſe. 

„Ap when the N diſtinction be- 
tween Jew and Gentile: had well nigh ceaſed, 
St. Mark, wiſely rejecting the many peculi- 
arities of theſe two Goſpels, compacted a third 
out of their moſt important contents, for the 
benefit and inſtruction of Chriſtians at large. 

« And afterwards; when the Church, was 
infeſted by Heretics, St. Joux undertook. to 
confute their errors from the life and con- 
ver ſation of Chriſt : which produced the laſt 
of theſe Goſpels; and afforded the author an 
opportunity of relating ſeveral remarkable 

things which had been omitted by his prede- 
ceſſors.“ 

„Tuns four Goſpels, he thinks, form one 
ehinplate SYSTEM of DIVIN IT: and if we 
read them in the order they are here placed in, 
we ſhall find them improving on one another, 

and yet all conſpiring to one end, to a perfect 
repreſentation of revealed Religion. Each of 
the authors conſulted the writings of his Pre- 
deceſſors; antl either by the addition of facts 
explanation of terms—or confirmation of doc- 


trine, contributed ſomething to the common 
ſtock 
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NEW TESTAMENT. 5 
ſtock and the general inſtruction of Chriſtians. 
They likewiſe quoted each other's words; and 
thereby recommended each other's hiſtories ; 
by which means they became not only mutual 
vouchers for the truth of theſe genuine Goſ- 
pels, but at the ſame time joint-oppoſers of 
all' thoſe ſpurious ones that were impiouſly 
obtruded upon the world. St. Luxx by his 
quotations referred his readers to the Goſpel of 
St. MaTTnew, St. MaRK-again referred to 
both the former, And all three were approved 
by St. Jonn, and appointed to be read in 
Churches. And afterwards, when he wrote his 
own, it was uſhered into the world with the 
knowledge, approbation, and perhaps teſti- 
mony, of all the Aſiatic hiſhops. Thus was 
the whole Evangelic Hiſtory finally cloſed, 
and the Evangelical Canon eſtabliſhed upon 
the firmeſt ground, 1 by the moſt OR 
e 
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| Or 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. MATTHEW, 


HIS Goſpel was written before the 

other three. The author of it was an 
eye-witneſs of moſt of the facts he relates, 
having been early called to the Apoſtolic 
Office by Chriſt himſelf*. Beſides the name 
of MAaTTHEw, he had alſo that of LEVI, 
being the Son of ALyHEus; but not of that 
ALPHEUs or CLEoPH As, who was the Father 
of JAMEs, &c d. He was originally by pro- 
feſſion a Publican, or collector of the Roman 
Taxes: His office conſiſted in gathering the 
cuſtoms of ſuch commodities as came by the 
ſea of Galilee, and in receiving tribute from 
ſuch paſſengers as went by water. This lu- 
crative poſt he cheerfully quitted for the ſake 
of Chriſt, to whom he became a faithful at- 
tendant and eye-witneſs of all his miracles, 
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54 OF THE GOSPEL. 

' In what year St. Matthew wrote his Goſpel 
is not agreed by ancient writers; ſome dating 
it in the year of Chriſt xLr, others in xZix, 
and others between the years LxI and LK Iv. 


This laſt account is gathered from Irenzus, 


and is what the moſt judicious Modern Cri- 
tics © are inclined to prefer; not only as Ire- 
nzus was the moſt ancient of thofe who have 
given the circumſtance of time; but for other 
reaſons, * The Hebrews' ſuffered” about that 
time a heavy perſecution, which almoſt dtove 
them -r6 apoſtacy, and obliged -St. Paul to 
write his Epiſtle to them. In theſe circum- 
ſtances nothing could be of more expediency 
and uſe to them, than a hiſtory of the mira- 
cles and reſurrection of Chriſt. It is moſt 
probable therefore that both this Gòſpel and 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews were written with 
the ſame view, to preſerve the enn of 


Judea in the faith. 


AG Ain, this Goſpel contains ſeveral plain 


predictions of the miferies and deſolation of 


Jeruſalem, and of the overthrow of the Tem- 
ple, &c. beſides many other figurative intima- 
tions of the ſame thing, which could not ſafely 

« MicuAzi1s is for the year $4. Lazonzr is for 64. 


Beg allo BAS NAR, &c. 
be 
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be publiſhed to all the world in writing, till 
towards the concluſion of the Jewiſh ſtate, 
An ingenious Writer 4 has lately propoſed 
a much earlier date of St. MAT THE 's Goſ- 
pel: He indeed thinks that it was writ in a 
time of perſecution, for the Uſe of the Jews; 
but then he ſuppoſes it was in that firſt per- 
ſecution, which raged in Paleſtine after the 
death of the Martyr Stephen; about the year 
of Chriſt xxx v111, in the ſecond 'year of the 
Emperor Caligula. | 
ITuERE is however a capital obi&ion. to 
this very early date; and that is, the great 
clearneſs with which the comprehenſive. de- 


. ſign of the Chriftian Diſpenſation, as extend- 


ing to the whole Gentile world, is unfolded 
in this Goſpel, Whereas it is well known 
and allowed by all, that | for a while our 
Lord's Diſciples laboured under Jewiſh pre- 
judices; and that they did not fully undor- 
{and all his Diſcourſes e at the time they were 
ſpoken, They could not clearly diſcern the 
extenſive deſign of the Goſpel ſcheme; till 
after St. Peter had been at the houſe of Cor- 


a Dr. we” See his ObGrations on 1 Four Gol. 

pels, 8vo. p. 22. YR 
© Vide John, xvi. — nd * 8 4A vids 5» 

ie D 4 . nelius, 


56> OF THE GOSPEL 
nelius, and there received Gentile convert 
iuto the Church without Citrumciſion ; ner 
iodeed till after the Goſpel bad been predched 
abroad in foreign countries by St. Pau and 
other Apoſtles. \o ie 07 Bit ei AAA T 

- Now if we turn to St. Matthew's Goſpel, 


wee e yery where find the enlarged views of hui 


divine Maſter repreſented in too clear a man- 


norant of their full tendency and meaning. 


ner to admit a doubt that the writer = 


Thus he ſhews that the Apoſtles were to teach 
all nations . He repreſents the ſpitituality 
and freedom of the Goſpelb: And that our 


Saviour was deſigned to be a bleſſing to the 


Gentiles l. T hat the ſame Evangeliſt under 


ſtood the calling of the Gentiles and the rejee<- 


tion of the Jews, may be inferred from ſeveral | 


paſſages 8. He had alſo a diſtinct apprehien- 


Ser © plc in eue, 


aout the eur ** digg | 
Ch. Xxviii. 19. be! r 20 aber tasct u * 
* Ch. xv. 10. a „ J d te dib aii ai 159 
4. Ch. u; ch.. ui. 9. * 4 huge „n = 
7 Ch, yiii. 10. 421 ch. cn an a. £4; ng 
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fon of the extent of our Lord's Kingdom and 
theiprogreſs of his Doctrine, when he record- 
et thoſe parables in Chapter xi. And it is 
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probable he had ſome knowledge of the. G. 
pel's having been-preached out of jutloaʒ hen 
he put down that declaration ene 615 
woman in Ch. xx vi-. 19. 4 
THERE is alſo an nn uſod once or 
„ | twice, intimating that ſome eonſiderable ſynte 

is of time had elapſed between the event and the 
1 time when this Goſpel was written! See 
Chap. Xxvii. 8, and Chap. xxwiii. 181. 
b. Wuoxv Ex weighs all theſe circumſtances 
Vill rather be inclined to fix the date of this 
y | Goſpel in the latter perſecution of the Jewiſh 
ir | Chriſtians of Paleſtine, about the year 81xTv=- 
1e ox x, than in the more early one in THIRTv- 
* EIGHT. For it is the n nn 
5 Antiquitys, that {14 ty hon: 

1 4 Sp. MATING wrote his Goſpel for the 
* ſeryige of the Jews in Paleſtine aj with a vidi 
4 to confirm thoſe who believed, and to convert, 

„ poſſible, thoſo. who believed not.“ Thia 
u 


opinion in durnarus by ſeveral paſſoges of his 


— hithales: more at lerge by Dr Land- 
ner, Supplement, Ch. v. Vol. i. The fame Author Has 
ſhewn many advantages of the late publication of che Gol- 
pel in his Credib. Vol. viii. p. 124. 177. 

ö = Origen, apud Euſeb. L. vi. c. 23. Hieron. &. Theo- 
ny Phyle. in Mat Vide Dr. Ow- 7 Ni paffig, n. 


0 ede don Goſpel. 
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58 OF THE GOSPEL 
Goſpel. Thus the Evangeliſt begins with the 
Genealogy of Chriſt from Abraham; which, 
agreeably to the Jewiſh cuſtom, he gives ac · 
cording to his LEGAL deſcent by Joſeph his 
ſuppoſed Father; deducing it down from 
Abraham through David, to ſhew his title to 
the Kingdom of Iſrael. Thus alſo he refers 
often to Jewiſh cuitoms; relates the moſt of 
our Saviour's diſcourſes againſt Jewiſh errors 
and ſuperſtitions à; quotes the greateſt num- 
ber of paſſages from the Jewiſh. Seriptures; 
anſwers the moſt conſiderable Jewiſh objec- 4 
tions; and frequently makes' uſe of the terms 
and phraſes of jewiſh Theology, . 
THAT this Evangeliſt wrote in a time of ae 
Perſecution, appears from the many ufeful 
leſſons which he givgs to comfort and ſupport | vo 
the ſuſfering Chriſtians ; and to moderate, re- 
win aver, or at leaſt deter, the perſecuting ju. 
Jews. With regard to the Chriſtians, he in- 
forms them that their afflictions were no more 
than what they had been taught to expect, and 
had engaged to hear, when they embraced 
the Goſpel o: That their ſufferings were uſe- 
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, » Eh. xxiil. 1—33. 1 8 
® Ch. x. 21, 28. 34-36, Ch. xvi 24% 
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ful to them, as trials of their faith ? : Thata 
cowardly deſertion of the Goſpel would only 
expoſe them to greater calamities, and cut them 
off fram the hopes of heaven: That they might 
lawfully uſe means of preſervation, when con- 
ſiſtent with innocence : That the obſervance 
of the rules of the Goſpel was an excellent 
means to ſoften the fury of their enemies i: 
And that it was better to ſuffer martyrdom, 
than . bee to incur Gad 
diſpleaſure , 

Ox — d wich amd to hs un- 
mercifu} Jews, he tries to ſoften their preju- 
dices, and engage them in the practice of meek- 
neſs and charity *: To this end he inculeates 
the amiableneſs of a compaſſionate and bene- 
volent: diſpoſition *; its advantages here, and 
rewards hereafter *. He reminds them of the 
e. n. on _ ben for the 


5 | A . + „* 
p | Ch. 5 11. ch. xxiv . . (112712 2ca1g! 
ch x. 28. 32, 33- 39% 
ie nee, 19. 39S. 


„Ch. v. 39. Ch. vil. ye! 244-27. Ch. v. 19-26 
Ch. xvi. 255-27» Ch. x. 28, S wr. xr tiene} ils 
» Ch. ix. 13. „ | 

» Ch. v. 3---48. Ch. xvii. 23---g5: x 
* Ch. v. 5. 7. 9. Ch. x. 40---42. Ch. xvi. 235 
Ch. v. 2126. C xxv. 31-46. es 
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cmd, treatment of the prophets, and that they 
might expect worſe if they perſiſted in the 
ways of crue ty : for that God, through long. 
ſuffering, would at laſt vindicate his ele 
and puniſh their een with a nn de- 
ſtruction 2. | 7 
ST. MATTHEW is faid boy ancient writers 
to have written his Goſpel originally in He- 
brew or Syriac; out of which it was early 
tranſlated, either by himſelf, or ſome other 
Apoſtolic writer, into Greek, as being the 
more univerſal language. However, ſome 
judicious Critics among the moderns, by ex- 
amining the internal Structure of the Greek 
Text, have found reaſon to believe, that the 
ancients were miſtaken in this reſpect, and 
that the Greek Copy is not a verſion, but the 
original *, 
AFTER all, whether the preſent Goſpel was 
the original or the tranſlation, it is agreed 
on all hands to be of divine authority, being 


3 Ch. xxiii. 27-39; Ch. x. 14, 15- 

Ch. xxiv. 1, &c. 

Ser LARDNER, JoRTIN, Dobpzaiber, War- 
ETEIN, BASNAGE, G&&c. However, the contrary opi- 
nion is maintained with no mean arguments by Mi- 
- CHAELIS, 


publiſhed 
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received by the Chriſtian Church as authetltie g 
and many paſſages of it being (as w Teartiet 
writer has lately ſheun b) incorporated into 
the Goſpels of St. Mank and St Lvxey whe 
have thereby borne teſtimony to its genuine 
ſenſe, and ſet their ſeals to its eee, 
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again compare Lake, d iii. 46, with Ilan. ili. 3, „e Lake, 
1. 99, with Matt; bi. 7---10, Luke, iii. 16, 17, with Matt. 
m, 13, 12. Luke, xii. 22---31, with Matth. vi. 2330 
Lake, vii 29. 22-28, with Matt. xi. 3---11, &c. GC. — 
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| TO ST, MARK, | 


HIS Goſpel is agreed to have bw. writs 
ten by that Mank whom St. PRTEA 
afeionately calls his Son, i. e. his worthy 
diſciple ©, and whom the ancients affirm to 


have been the familiar companion of that 


apoſtle. He is alſo believed to have been the 
Joan ſurnamed Mark A, to whoſe mother's 
houſe St. PETER retired when releaſed by the 
Angel out of Priſon*, and who is the ſame 
John that accompanied St. Paul and Bar 
nabas in their travels. MARK was only his 
ſurname, which he had probably aſſumed in 
compliance with the Jewiſh cuſtom, while he 
travelled among the Heathens, to whom his 
Hebrew name of Joux would have appeared 
too foreign. | 

His mother dwelt. at Jeruſalem, ak the 
Chriſtians aſſembled at her houfe s:; he was 
couſin to Barnabas b, and attended him and 


* 1 Pet. v. 1 . 

4 See LAKDXER, MICHAEL18, &c. 
Acts, xi 12. 

f Ibid. ver. 25. 


8 Acts, iii. 12. 


Col. iy. 19, 


St. 
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St. Paul in their firſt travels among the 
Gentiles i; but he ſoon ſeparated from them &, 
which occaſioned a diviſion between theſe two 
Apoſtles, when ee! took him alon 
with him another journey l. However, when 
St, Mark lived at Rome about the'timeof 
St, PA ur's impriſonment, that apoſtle had ſo 
good an opinion of him, that he reckons him 
among his fellow-labourers®, and hadthoughts 
of ending him to Coloſſe v. 

Sr. Mank, even humanly ſpeaking, was a 
very credible witneſs of the Life of Chriſt. 
He was, ſtrictly ſpeaking, an Evangeliſt, i. e. 
a Preacher ſent by the Apoſtles to Jews and 
Gentiles without being confined to any pat- 
ticular church. What Timothy was to St. 
Paul, MARK was to St. Peter and Barnabas 
and at laſt he bote the ſame relation to St. 
Paul himſelf. It was uſual for fuch Evange- 
liſts to have extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt o. Hence we have juſt reaſon to be- 


| 6149, 
Addi, A. 2. ad otra 
* Acts, xiii. 13. 
I Ch. xv. 36---40, 
=» Philem. 24. | 
» Col. iv. 10. 


® 1 Tim. iv. 14, and 2 Tim. i. 6. 
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lieve that St. Mark wrote by Inſpiration : And 
as the primitive Church has tranſmitted to us 
his Goſpel, as a book of divine authority, 
without ever entertaining the leaſt doubt of his 
inſpiration, we have no reaſon to conſider it as 
a mere human compoſition, 

ST. Mak is univerſally allowed to n 
written after St. MATTHEW ?P; and a learned 
writer 4 thinks, he alſo wrote after St, Luke. 
The Goſpels of theſe two Evangeliſts were 
written, that of St, Matthew with particular 


reference to the Jews, that of St. Luke with 


a view to the Gentiles; the Goſpel of St, 
MARK (according to this ſuppoſition) was 
compoſed laſt of the three, in a ſtill more 
ſimple form, and for more general uſe, It was 
written at the requeſt and for the uſe of the 
Chriſtian Church at Rome; which was' at 
that time the grand metropolis and common 


y M. Michaelis thinks that St. Mank had St. Mar- 
TUEw's Goſpel chiefly before him, and wrote principally 
with a deſign of publiſtiag in a more known language 
(ſc. the Greek) that which St. Matthew had written in He- 
brew. 


4 Dr. Owen. See his Obſervations on the Four Goſs 
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Fes. MARK. i) 


gester ot 1 all civilized nations. St. MARK 0. 
Goſpel i is therefore, a Gmple and compendi 
narrative, diyeſted of almoſt all peculiarities 
and te the uſe . rte i 
general. 
As che other two Evangeliſte had been ſo 
ball in their accounts of our Saviour's birth 
and infancy, this will account for St. Mark's 
paſſing: over that Period of the hiſtory, and 
confining his narrative to the time of our 
Lord's public miſſion. And as this had deen 
ſo well related already, he had little more to 
do than to abridge the two former Goſpels, 
varying ſome expreſſions, and inſerting ſome 
additions, which he probably had from St. 
Peter. Whoever compares St. MARrk with 
the other two Evangeliſts, will find that he 
copies largely from bath „ and 2 one or 
mam | lber 


++ > 


2 pr. Owen's eren &c. palm. Compare 

@ the Greek Mark, i IV. .4---g., with Matt. xii. 1—9 where 
the parable” of the Sower is taken from St. Matt. So again 
in the explanation of the Parable, ver. + 5—20, he had Wis 
eye on St. Matt. ver. 19---23, till he comes to the conclu- 
lion, ver. 21, 22, 25, where he makes a tranſition to K. 
tae en d. 16---18. Compare alſo St. Mark, l. 21—38, 
with Luke iv. 3375 &e. Kc. This co-incidence/ n 
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66 OF THE GOSPEL 
other of them conſtantly for his guide, but 
chiefly St. Matthew: the order, which is his 
on, is very cloſe ind well connected. In 
His account of facts he is clear; e act, and 
critical; for he wrote for the peruſal of a 
learned people: And he proceeds with cau- 
ton, as * were to clear his r derb all 
His Exordium is ; mngularz for whil othet 
Evangeliſts tile our Saviour the Son of 
« Mau,“ he calls him expreſsly “ the Son 
« of God:“ an auguſt title, the more likely 
to engage the attention of the lordly Romans. 
With the fame view probably he omits ſuch 
particulars as might be of more uſe to his coun 
rtrymen than to foreigners ; as the genealogy of 
_Chtiriſt ;' the maſſacre of the children at Beth- 
ehem; the account of Jeſus's birth; the ſer- 
mon on the mount, which expoſes the falſa 
morality of the Phariſees, to which the Gen- 
tiles were ſtrangers: and, in general the quo- 
tations of certain prophecies of the Old, 'Tef- 
rament. On xheother hand, he adds ſome things 
12 „dA LS 2. % boa dit 3vods noed Ivan 
at leaſt that one of theſe two Evengeliſts (St. Mark end 8. 
Luke) had ſeen the other when he wrote, Which of chem 
wrote fill mußt ve colleced from other provis 1 25% + 
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for the ſake of the Gentiles, to enable them to 
uriderſtand the hiſtory of Chriſtc Thus, in 
chap. vii. 2, he explains what was the mean; 
ing of 4 deſiled or 4 common among the 
Jews 3 and, in ver. 3, 4, inſtructs his veadess 
in the'Jewih euſtoms, which was unnecaſſury 
in St. Matthew. In chap. xv. 21, having 
mentioned Simon the Cyrenian, he adds, that 
he was © the father of Alexander and Ruſas, 
becauſe both theſe perſons reſided at Rome, 
and were known to the Roman Chriſtians®, 
And perhaps the young man mentioned in Ch. 

xiv. 51, 52, was a Roman, whoſe curiolity 
might lead him to know the cauſe of the tu- 
mult, and being a ſtranger might * 
ſuſpected, and therefore apprehended. He 
had perhaps often told the Story at Rome; 
and the Erangeliſt thought proper to comfirm 
it. In this light it makes a good argument. 
All internal marks of this fort gonfirm the re- 
-port of the ancjents, that St. Mark wyote his 
Goſpet chiefly for the uſe of the. Romans. 
Tux time when he wrote it appears i to 
have been about the end of the year id or 
4c bis 315M e) aftitszast on $954) 3 500 will 3x50 36 
#24» Bree Rom. xvionge 5 412 459) bed (10 i 
© See Dr, Oway's Obſervations Þ+ 26-o80, Mille B+. 
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LxIII, the ninth of the emperor Nero, when 
the Church ſtood in need of all the Conſola- 
tions of Religion, to ſupport it under the 
afflictive weight of a moſt dreadful and cruel 
perſecution. 22 

Tux Greek language was at that time more 
in requeſt at Rome, than the French is 
among us; ſo that the moſt familiar letters of 
the emperor Auguſtus (which are {till extant) 
are commonly either in Greek, or intermix- 
ed with Greek. We are not therefore to 
wonder that St, MARK, a foreigner, wrote his 
Goſpel in that language, for the uſe of the 
Chriſtian Church in general. 
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IR or e 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. LUKE, . 1 


HIS Goſpel is generally allowed. to l 
have been written by that “ beloved = 
Phyſician,” who is mentioned by St. PAUL ; 
in Col. iv. 14, and whom he expreſsly aſſerts 
o have been a Gentile®, Conſequently he | 
was neither one of the Seventy Diſciples, nor 
an eye-witneſs of our Saviour's Miracles, as 
hath been ſometimes ſuppoſed “; but we know 
that he was intimately converſant with apoſto- 
lical Perſons. 

THAT St. Luke travelled with St. PAUL 
to Rome, and there aſſiſted him ſome time, 
appears from ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture *. 
From thence he is affirmed by the ancients to 
have gone into Africa, and to have preached 
the Goſpel at Thebes in Egypt. His inter- 
courſe with the Apoſtles, and eye-witnefles of 


G- Col. Vi. 11. ; 
„Luke, 1. 3. * 
Ach, xxviii, 13—16. Col. iv. 14. Philem. 24. 
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the 8 of Chriſt, renders him an unexceps 


-tionable witneſs, as a man; eſpecially, Gnce 
he aſſures us, that he inveſtigated every thing 


diligently 1, and had drawn it from the foun- 
tain head :,. And it is no more objection to 
the divinity of his book that he wrote from 
the information of others, that it is to the in- 
ſpirätion of Moſes, that he took his firſt book 
from ancient records, and ſometimes refers to 


other books * : and therefore we may well re- 


ceive the univerſal teſtimony of the Chriſtian 
Church, that St. Luke, under the direction 
of the HoLy Guos r, committed to writing 
thoſe particulars which he had receiyed from 
infallible witneſſes. 

Ir has been the common opinion, that St. 
Luxx wrote later than St. Mar rRHRW and St. 
Mark : but the ingenious writer ſo often 
Wan o thinks that St. Mark wrote laſt of 


the 


. 


y YR" 

» *Arwbw. 

Numb. xxi. 29. 

> Dr. Owen. See his Obſervations on the: Goſpels. Ile 
Axes the date of St. Luke'd Goſpel in A. D. 334 af fog it 
muſt bave been written before St. Matthew's. (ſee above, 
p- 56.): but az the contrary ſeems. demonſunble from: the 
pallages of St. Matthew copied by St. Luke [fee below, 
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the three; and khis, as we have Toon, has 
great "appearance of reaſon .. G 

Sr. IxROx affirms, that St. tinea 
his Goſpel on the borders of Achaia and Bœo- 
tia, which ſhould ſeem to be at the time when 
he was attending St. Paul in his travels 
through Greece; under whoſe care and in- 
ſpection he probably wrote it. It is agreed 
to be this Evangeliſt whom that Apoſtle ex- 
preſsly ftiles, “the brother whoſe praiſe is 
in the Goſpel *.” And that St. Luxe wrote 


agreeably at leaſt to St. Paul's ſenſe, will be 


evident to any one that compares the two paſ- 
ſages quoted in the margin *, where the Apoſ- 
tle 22 Evangeliſt have both uſed the very 
ſame words in Greek to deſeribe the inſtitut ion 
of the Lord's Supper: this co- incidence 


ſhews the agreement of their ſentiments, 


. whichever of them is ſnppoſed to hays i 
ten firſt. | 
Sr. MaTTnHew's Goſpel being ls > 


chiefly for the Jews, it was highty expedient 


„0 


p. 7 we moſt afſign a later date to St. Luke's Coſge : ua, 
den we date St. Manhew!d Goſpel in 4r, or 1 C 
eck . 635 43 Cor, vu. 10. A its 


Ny ate wlk1g, zo 1 Cor. xi. 28-2 .. 
„old 2 * At.. 4 2 6 E 4 N Lin do 14 15 That 
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52, OF THE GOSPEL 

thatſome inſpired, apoſtolical perſon ſhould 
write ſuch a hiſtory of our Savibur's Life, "as 
might, fatisfy the i inquiries, and be adapted to 
the ſituation of the Gentile converts. This 
accordingly appears to have been the peculiat 
view of St. Lk x in his Goſpel: for, writing 
to thoſe who were far remote from the ſcene 
of action, and ignorant of Jewiſh affairs, it 


was requiſite for him to defcend to many par- 


ticulars, and touch on many points, which 
would have been unneceſſary when writing 
to the Jews. Hence he begins his hiſtory 
ſo much farther back than the reſt, and is 
ſo careful in ſpecifying times and places; 
Hence he gives the genealogy of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to his NATURAL deſcent from the 
Virgin Mary “, and carries it up to Adam: 
Shewing he was that ſeed of the woman, 
who was promiſed for the redemption of the 
WHOLE world, 


© By interpoſing an eaſy parentheſis, the pedigree in St. 
Luke is naturally connected with the family of Mary. 
«:Awp Jeſus began to be, or was, when he began his Mi- 
«* niſtry, about thirty years of age; being (as was ſuppoſed, 


the ſon of Joſeph, but) in reality the ſon of Heli, who was 
6 the father w _ ” KRivves, g 


ho Sig, Wirn 


or LURE.' © 93 
WII regard to the general conſtruction 
of St. Luke's Goſpel, it ſeems to be formed 
nearly on the ſame plan with that of St. Mar- 
THEW, whoſe very words are ſometimes co- 
pied s. Indeed, as the Gentile converts ſuf- 
fered the fame things from their countrymen 
that the Jewiſh Chriſtians did from the Jews, 
it was neceſſary St, Luke ſhould adopt much 
the ſame points of inſtruCtion, both to ſup- 
port the poor perſecuted Chriſtians “ and to 
ſoften and convert their malicious adverſaries, 
of whom the Jews reſiding in the ſeveral 
countries were ſtilt the chief . But as the 
rage and envy of the Jews proceeded now 
from another cauſe (for they perſecuted the 
Gentile Chriſtians for laying claim to the pri- 
vileges/ of the Goſpel), we ſhall accordingly 


find St. Luke's narrative peculiarly adapted to 


remove their prejudices, and obviate their ob- 
jections; to ſoften and enlarge their minds, 
and to deter them from their malicious pro- 
ceedings &. 

8 bee inſtances referred to above, in page 61; and other 
may be ſeen in Dr. Owen. 

b Ch. vi. 20---25. Xii. q---12, 31, &c. xvili. 28---30. 

i Ch. vi. 24---26. X. 12. xi. 1. Xx. 14—44· 

* Vid. Ch. iv. 25-—27 ; ch. xx. g---16; ch. xv. 11---32. 
ch. xviti. 7 8; ch, xlli. 1—5. xxi. 87 &c; ch. xhi. 28—-30. 
WV. 16—24 
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Sr. Luxe wrote in Greek, and (as appear 
from, the beginning both of his Goſpel "and 
Acts of the Apoſtles) at the requeſt of 1 
Chriſtian of diſtinction, whoſe name was Tu- 
OPHILUS. He calls him «zaTir', or EXCEL 

NT, as we addreſs certain perſons with the 
title of EXCELLENCY. The ſame title in Greek 
is given in the Acts to the Roman Governour!, 
and was equivalent to the Latin Optimus, © or 
Optimas, which the Romans addreſſed to their 
principal Senators of the molt ancient fami- 
lies. A great critic ® thinks this was ſome 
Nobleman who dwelt in Upper Egypt, and 
that St, Luks's Goſpel was written about 
A. D. Lx111, in that country, near Thebes; 
which he ſuppoſes St. Jerom miſtook for 
Thebes in Bceotia. He obſerves that the Syriac 
ſubſcription repreſents this Goſpel to have 
been publiſhed at Alexandria in Egypt, and 
he imagines many things in it were particu- 
larly expreſſed with a view to refute the falſe- 
hoods of the EGyPTIan Gos ; an errone- 
ous narrative, whence Mahomet is believed to 


\ Ch. xiii. a6. xxiv, 3. Xx. f. 
M. Michacls. See his Lectures on the New Teſu- 
Hen. 


have 


"or * Lenk. 


have. extracted many of thoſe falſe hae 
of our Saviour's hiſtory, which he has! = 
his ALCORAN. 

PERHAPS St. LuxEe's Goſpel was firſt writ- 
ten in Greece, and republiſhed along with the 
Acts when he afterwards was in Egypt. Be 


bably the true one; at leaſt it appears pretty 
ed that St. Luke's Goſpel was written 
after the year Lx1, if that be admitted to have 
been the Date of St. Matthew's Goſpel, 


that as it may, the Date affigned above is pro- 


Or- 
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OF 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 


TO ST. JOHN. 


HIS Goſpel is univerſally agreed to 
have been written after all the reſt, with 
a view of compleating whatever was deficient 


in them all. This Evangeliſt, independent 


of his divine inſpiration, muſt be allowed to 
have had a moſt perfect knowledge of the 
facts he relates; and as he undoubtedly exa- 
mined all the other Goſpels before he wrote, 
he is an authentic witneſs to their veracity. 
He was, according to the teſtimony of the 
ancients, of our Saviour's near kindred. Be- 


fore he became acquainted with our Lord, 


he was a diſciple of John the Baptiſt, and 
probably one of thoſe two whom he ſent to 
Chriit"®, Our Saviour honoured him with 
the moſt intimate confidence, and loved him 


beyond his other Diſciples. He and Peter 


and James were (excluſive of the reſt) ,wit- 


* ® # 
Ll 


» John, i. 37-42 


neſſes 
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es 
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neſſes of the raiſing Jairus's daughter, of 
Chriſt's transfiguration, and of his agony in 
the Garden. He was the only Apoſtle who 
ſtood under the croſs when Chritt was cruci- 
fied. So that he was better qualified than any 
other to deſcribe the Miracles and Hiſtory of 
Jr us CHRIS r. A very diſcerning writer e 
thinks that St. Joan in the life-time of his 
bleſſed maſter wrote down ſome of the heads 
of his diſcourſes: At leaſt that his ſtile per- 
fectly reſembles that of thoſe who relate the 
diſcourſes of another from ſhort heads taken 
down while they were ſpoken. x 


Bur we are to conſider this Goſpel not only 
as an hiſtorical narrative, but alſo as a con- 
troverſial treatiſe deſigned to refute various 
Hereſies. For no ſooner was the Chriſtian 
Church eſtabliſhed, but its doctrines were ob- 
ſcurod, debaſed, and corrupted by errors and 
hereſies of various kinds: the firſt Heretics 
aſſumed my name of Gxos rie 87 i. e. know- 
ing ones,” pretending to ſuperior light and, 
knowledge. They were afterwards followed 
by. the Nicor Arraus, whoſe falſe tenets, 


0 M1enanLuo, See his LeQtures on the New Teſlamentir. 


kc 


2 OF” THE GOSPEL 
were propagated by Ex ION and Chrixtrrny, 
Theſe hereſies prevailed: moſt in Aſia. Where: 
fore the Aſiatie biſhops defited' Sti John ts 
dra up à refutation of them: and he, in 

compliance with their requeſty compoſed his 

Goſpel with a view to put thoſe Heretic 
te to ſhame, and to ſhew that thetesis one 
«God, who' by © Chriſt ' his Word made af 
ve things, and chat the creator and father 
« of our Lord were not, as they pretended; d 
it tin& beings , &e.” | ' Wherefore” he doet 
not relate the birth and parentage of Chriſt; 

or even thoſe facts of which he; Peter; und 
| James, were eye - witneſſes, ' exclufive' of tlie 
other Apoſtles; hut he chiefly eollects ſuch 
| Aiſcourſes'and miracles, as confirm the dob- 
trines laid down in the firſt Ohapter, which 
wete equnter-poſitions to thaſe of -Cerinthus 
and other wren WHORES gwofleſt 
btrors Exmbrnitiy Chrift. e neth 


ot 99135 130860 : „ vvol t; 


„Ekalaraus hap eee raught, 34. That 
the moſt bigh Gep was 4utirely unknown, be- 
fore the appearance of. Chriſt, and dwalt in 
A xemote heaven called Fin ma, with tha chief 
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Spirits or am d. 2. That this ſupreme God 
firſt, generated an only begotten; Sox, who 
Again begat the Won p, which was infesjor to 
me fitſt horn. 3. That CyrisT was a. ſtill 
lower on, though far ſuperior to ſome others. 
4. That there were two, high AE ons diſtingt 
from. Canis'n; one called LIE, and the 
other, LIT. 5. That from the ons again 
proceeded inferior orders of Spirits; and par- 
ticularly. one Demiurgus, who created . this 
yiſible world out of eternal matter. 6. That 
this Demiurgus was ignorant of the ſupreme 
Gor, and much lower than the Sons, which 
were wholly inviſible. 7. That he was how 
evet the. peculiar God and protector of the 
Iſraelites, and ſent Moſes to them; whoſe 
laws and injunctions were to be of perpetual 
obligation. 8. That Jeſus was a mere man, 
the real ſon of Joſeph and Mary. 9. That the 
Eon Chriſt deſcended upon him in the form 
of a Dove, when he was baptized ; revealed to 
hum the unknown father, and impoered Wim 
to work Miracles; 10. Thar the Ton LW —ᷓ 
emered Ichn the Baßtiſt in the ſame manner; 
und therefore that John was in ſome reſpecis 
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to be preferred to: CHRIST. 11. That when 
Jesvs had propagated the knowledge of God, 
and came to ſuffer, CurisT left him, and 
fled to the uppermoſt heaven. 12, That Je- 
ſus Chriſt ſhould reign on Earth a thouſand 
years, and his diſciples enjoy all ſenſual de- 
lights. Some of the Cerinthian ſect denied 
alſo the Reſurrection of the dead; and many 
of them maintained that Jeſus Chriſt was not 
yet riſen. 

Now we ſhall find St. John 8 Goſpel dirt 
into three Parts. 4 ING 

Tu iſt contains doctrines laid down i in op- 
poſition to thoſe of Cerinthus * 19 

THe ad delivers the proofs of thoſe doc 


trines in an hiſtorical manner *, 


Tux zd is a concluſion or l giving 
an account of the per ſon of the writer, and of 
the view he had in writing *. 


In what year this Goſpel was written, is 
not agreed among the ancients. It ſhould 
ſeem to have been before the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, which happened in the year of our 


r Ch. i. 1---18. Chap. i. 19. xx. 29. 
Ch. xx. 30, to che end. 


Lord 
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Lord Lxx, for St. John ſpeaks of that city 
as ſtill ſubſiſting ; ; There is at Jeruſalem by 
e the ſheep-market a pool, &c®,” On the 
other hand it appears, from the Goſpel itſelf, 
to have been written+after the death of St. 
Peter, which is generally placed in the year 
LXVIII. For the other Evangeliſts, when they 
relate the cutting off the high prieſts ſeryant's 
ear, conceal the name of Peter, leſt the Jews 
ſhould have a legal pretence to proſecute him, 
and deliver him to the Romans to be capi- 
tally puniſhed. Whereas St. John mentions 
him expreſsly by name”. Nor could St. 
John probably have interpreted the words of 
Chriſt, © Thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands, 
« and another ſhall gird thee*,” concerning 
the manner of St. Peter's death, if it had been 


written before the Crucifixion of that apoſ- 


tle: for before that time the words were am- 
biguous, This limits the writing of this 
Goſpel to the year Lx1x, a year expreſsly 
ſpecified by an ancient writer. Others give 
the date of it ſo late as A. D. xcv11, but this 
is plainly confuted by the above arguments, 


» Ch. v. 9. Ch. xviii. 10. * Ch. xxi. 18. 
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' AecorDING to every computation, St. 
John. is allowed to have clofed the whole 
Goſpel Hiſtory, to have ratified and con- 
firmed the former Goſpel, and to have eſta- 
bliſhed the Evangelical Canon on the firmeſt 
Ground and moſt venerable Authority. 


OF 
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OF THE 
ACTS-OF THE APOSTLES, 


HIS forms a central or Wee 


Book to connect the GosPELs and the 
EpIs T LES. It is an uſeful Poſt- ſcript tothe for- 
mer, and a proper Introduction to the latter. 

TuIs divine Hiſtory is evidently a ſecond 
part or continuation of St. Luke's Goſpel, as 
appears from the very beginning of it: and 
that both were written by the ſame Evangeliſt, 
is atteſted by the moſt ancient Chriſtian wri- 
ters. The ſubſcriptions at the end of ſome 
Greek MSS. and of the copies of the Syriac 
Verſion, teſtify that St. Luke wrote the Acts at 
Alexandria in Egypt. 

As the narrative.reaches down to the year 


of Chriſt Lx11, the AcTs cannot have been 


written earlier than that year; and that they 


were not written much later, may be inferred 
from the ſubject being continued no farther, 
which otherwiſe it would probably have been: 
at leaſt St. Luk would have been apt to 
have given the iſſue of St. Paul's impriſon- 
ment at Rome, as what the Chriſtian reader 
would have been curious to have known. 

F 2 CANsi- 
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CONSIDERED as a mere human witneſs, St. 


Lux was better able than others to draw up 


an authentic hiſtory of the Apoſtles, as he 
had accompanied St. PA ul in ſo many of his 
Journies. As he was a Phyſician by profeMion, 
he was able to form a ſound judgment of the 
Miracles St. Paul wrought upon the diſeaſed, 


and to make a credible report of them. But 


he ſeems not to have had the gift of healing 
himſelf; for in ch. xxviii. 8, 9, St. Paul, 
and not HE, healed the fick. His accounts 
are generally ſo full and circumſtantial, that 
the reader is perfectly enabled to examine the 
facts himſelf, and to judge whether they were 
attended with any deception or not. 

ST. LuKE appears not to have intended to 
write a compleat Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory of the 
whole Chriſtian Church during the firſt xxx 
years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion. For he almoſt 
wholly omits what paſſed among the Jews after 
the converfien of St. Paul; though the labours 
and ſufferings of the other Apoſtles could not 


but have afforded intereſting materials. 


Ir we examine the contents of this Book, 
we may obſerve two ends purſued i in it. ph 


nt To 
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1ſt, To give an authentic relation of the 
effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and the firſt Mi- 
racles by which the truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion was eſtabliſhed. An authentic account 
of this was indiſpenſably neceſſary, fince Chriſt 
had ſo often promiſed the Holy Ghoſt to his 
Diſciples: and if a Heathen were to receive 
this Goſpel, he would naturally inquire, how 
it had been firſt promulged at Jeruſalem. - 
2d, To impart thoſe accounts which evince 


the claim of the Gentiles to the Church of 


Chriſt; a point particularly conteſted by the 
Jews about the time of St, Luke's writing the 
Acts. St. Paul was at that very time a priſoner 


at Rome, upon the accuſation of the Jews, 


who became his enemies for having admitted 
the Gentiles into the Church. 

Hence it is, that St. Luk relates v the 
converſation of the Samaritans, and * the hiſ- 


tory of Cornelius, who, though he was not of 


the Circumciſion, had, in conſequence of a 
divine command, been inſtructed in the Goſpel 
by St. PETER himſelf, to whom St, Pavur's 


opponents appealed*, For the ſame reaſon he 
relates, ch. xv. what was decreed by the firſt 


y Ch. viii. * Ch. x. xi. * Gal. ii. 6-21. 
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council at Jeruſalem concerning the Levitical 


Law; and treats moſt fully of the converſion 


of St. Paul, and of his miſſion and tranſactions 
among the (Gentiles, 

Tur Acts of the Apoſtles may very pro- 
perly be divided into ſeven parts, viz. 

I. THE account of the firſt Pentecoſt after 
Chriſt's death, and of the events preceding it, 
contained in Chap. i. ii. 

II. Tur Acts at Jeruſalem, and throughout 
Judea and Samaria, among the Chriſtians of 
the Circumciſion, Chap, iii. ix. xii. 

III. Tas Acts in Ceſarea, and the receiving 


of the Gentiles, Chap, xxi. 
Iv. Tur firſt circuit of St. Barnabas and 


St. Paul among the Gentiles. Ch. xiii. xiv. 
V. The Embaſly to Rome, and the firſt Coun- 
ci] at Jeruſalem, wherein the Jews. and Gen- 
tiles were admitted to an equality, Chap. xv, 
VI. Tres ſecond Circuit of St. Paul. Ch, 
xvi. xix. 
VII. Sr. Paul's third Journey to Rome. 
Ch. xix. 21—28. 
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THE EPISTLES. 


HE ſum and ſubſtance of the Chriſtian 
Religion is contained in the Hiſtory of 

the life and death, the doctrine and diſcourſes, 
of our Lord in the Four Gosrrus. The 
epiſtolary writings of the Apoſtles were occa- 
ſional, being intended to confirm the ſeveral 
churches to whom they are addrefſ:d in the 
ſame Rules of goſpel-faith and praCtice as they 
had been before inſtructed in; and accommo- 
dated to the diſputes and controverſies, errors 
and falſe notions, that prevailed among them. 
THz general method obſervable in theſe 
Apoſtolic LETTERS is, Firſt, to diſcuſs the 
particular point debated in the Church, ar 
among the Perſons, to whom they are ad- 
dreſſed, and which was the occaſion of their 


being written: and in the next place to give 


ſuch exhortations to every Chriſtian duty and 
virtue as would be at all times, and in every 
church, of neceſſary and abſolute importance; 
paying a particular regard to thoſe virtues, 
which the diſputes that occaſioned the Epiſtle 
F 4 migbt 
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might tempt them to neglect. Now the for- 
mer part of theſe epiſtolary writings cannot be 
rightly underſtood, but by attending careful! 

ok flate of the ien there Gene. 
Therefore the errors and vain diſputes con- 
cerning Faith and Works, Juſtification and 
Sanctification, Election and Reprobation, &c. 
which have ſo long vexed and diſtracted the 
minds of Chriſtians, have all ariſen from one 
grand miſtake of apply ing to themſelves or 
other particular perſons now, certain phraſes or 


paſſages which plainly referred to the THEN 


ſtate and condition, not of particular perſons, 
but of whole churches, whether Jewiſh or 
Gentile, of thoſe times. Perplexed and puzzled 
with theſe knotty points, many well-meaning 
Chriſtians have been drawn afide from paying 
a due regard to thoſe moral and weighty exhor- 
tations, which are moſt eaſy to be underſtood 


and of infinite obligation to be put in practice d. 


Or the Epiſtles, x1v are by St. Paul, which 


are not placed according to the order of time | 


in which they were written; but according to 
the precedence or ſuppofed rank of the churches 
and perſons to whom they are addreſſed: it will 


be.pfoper therefore toexhibit here their Chrono 


logical order according to two eminent Critics. 


bd Vide Pyle. 
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Feet ks to, or by. 


1 PETER 
CALATIANS - 

1 THESSALONIANS 
2 THESSALONIANS - 
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1 TIMOTHY 
Romans. 

James | 
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Tirvus 

2 PETER 

3 Jevz 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 


Of the Erisrrks, &c. according to Mr. 
MICHAELS, and ſome others. 


Places whery kn, A. D. 


JERUSALEM 49 
| THESSALONICA 5 
CoRLlNTH | 53 
CORINTH 52 
Eruzsus 57 
MAcxzDoniA 58 
— 58 
ConLNTH . End of 58 

uncertain | 
Rous | 5 62 
Roux . | 63 
N1coroLis uncertain 
uncertain : 6y 
uncertun = uncertain 
Roux : E 67 
uncertain 70 
_ fo ator 5t 
ATMOS 96 
A TABLE 
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A TABLE of st. PAUL's EPISTLES, 


With the Places where, and Times when 


written, according to Dr. LARDNER. 


Epiſtles. Places. 
* TaxssALONIANS Coktx rn 
2 TarssALONtans CorrtwnTa 


CorinTH, 
GALATIANS 1 or Ernnavs, 
1 CoxinTHIAnNS Erntzsus 
1 TimzoTuHy MactpontA 

 MAczEDoxNIia, 
Tirvs 3 or near it 
2 Coax TIA Tr MACEDONIA, 
Romans- CorrNTH 
EruzsiAxs Roms 
2 TimoTHY Roux 
PHilLiPriANS Roux 
Cor oss iAxs Roux 
Pui LEMON Roux 

Roms, or 

Hzzxzws 1 ü, 


A. D. Ep 

52 
52 Ja 

near the end of 51 
or beg. of 53 T 


the beg. of 531 E 
bef. the end of 36 


about October 37 20 
about Feb. 58 ] 
about April 61 
about May 61 J 
bef. the end of 62 
bef. the end of 62 j 
bef. the end of 62 


in Spring of 63 


ATAaBLE 
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A TABLE of the CATHOLIC 
EPISTLES and the REVELATION 
according to Dr. LARDNER. 


Epiſtle, Place, A. D. 
61 
JaMEs Jopsa ' | or beg, of 62 
The two 15 
Epiſtles of Proms 64 
PETER ah.” 
1 Joux ErnEs us about 80 
2d and 3d of 7 between 80 
Joun FEenzSvs 4 and 90 
Jop unknown 64 or 65 


PAr Mos, or 5 6 


REVELATIONS Erzzsus 95 or 96 


OF 
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THE, EPISTLE TO THE 2 
| ROMANS, the 


TA HIS- celebrated Epiſtle was written by ſuc 
; St. Paul from Corinth, when he was oh 
fetting out for Jeruſalem with the ſupplies ph 
which had been collected in Macedonia, and 
at Corinth; that is, according to ſome Cri- ” 
tics ©, in the beginning, or, according to 
others, towards the end of the year Lvn1; 
which was the 4th of the emperor Nero. 2 
Tu Chriſtian Church at Rome appears P 
not to have been planted by any apoſtle; a 
where fore St. Paul, leſt it ſhould be corrupted ! 
by the Jews, who then ſwarmed in Rome, and 
of whom many were converted to Chriſtia- 
nity, ſends them an abſtract of the principal 
truths of the Goſpel, and endeavours to guard 
them againſt thoſe erroneous notions, which 
the Jews had of Juſtification, and of the 
Election of their own nation. | 


So Dr. Lardner, who thinks St. Paul yy to Corinth 
in November,. A. D. 57; and wrote this Epiſtle in Fe- 
bruary following. The other opinion is that of Michaelis. 
Vid. Rom. xv. 25---27. 


Now 
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Now the Jews aſſigned three grounds for 
Juſtification. Firſt, © he extraordinary piety 
and merits of their anceſtors, and the covenant 
made by God with theſe holy men.” They 


thought God could not hate the children of 


ſuch meritorious parents: and as he had made 
a covenant with the Patriarchs to bleſs thgir 
poſterity, he was obliged thereby to pardon 
their ſins. Secondly, * A perfect knowledge 
and diligent ſtudy of the Law of Moſes,” 
They made this a plea for the remiſſion of alt 
their ſins and vices. Thirdly, “ The works 
of the Levitical Law,” which were to ex- 
piate fin, eſpecially circumciſion . and ſacri- 
fices. Hence they inferred that the Gentiles 
muſt receiye the whole law of Moſes in order 
to be juſtified and ſaved. | 


—_— 18 * 


Tux Jews doctrine concerning electio 2 


LS. 


was, „That as God had promiſed to Abra- 


ell 1919 


ham to bleſs his ſeed, to give him not only 


1 


ſpiritual bleſſing, but alſo the Land cf Ca- 


naan ; to ſuffer him to dwell there, in PONY 


rity, and to conſider him as his church upon 


earth.:” That therefore this bleſſing extended 
to their whole nation, and that God was 


j 
| 
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bound to fulfil theſe promiſes to them, whe- 
ther they were righteous or wicked, faithful 
or unbelieving. They even believed that a 
prophet ought not to pronounce againſt their 
nation the prophecies with which he was in- 
ſpired; but was rather to beg of God to ex- 
punge his name out of the book of the 
Living. 

THESE previous remarks will ſerve: as a key 
to unlock this difficult Epiſtle, of which we 
ſhall now give a ſhort Analyſis “. 

1. The Epiſtle begins with the uſual ſalu- 
tation with which the Greeks began their 
Letters “. 

2. St, Paul ken his joy at the flouriſh- 
ing ftate of the Church at Rome, and his de- 
fire to come and preach the Goſpel . Then 
he inſenſibly introduces the capital point he 
intended to prove, viz. 

3. Tae ſubject of the Goſpel ! 8, that it re- 
veals a righteouſneſs unknown before, which 

is derived ſolely from Faith, and to which Jews 
and Gentiles have an equal claim. 


© See Michaelis. „Chap. i. 5. 
Ver. 8—19. 8 Vet. 26, 17 


4. In 


vhe- 
hful 
it a 
heir 
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4. In order to prove this, he ſhews ® that 
both Jews and Gentiles are © under fin,” i. e. 
that God will impute their ſins to Jews as 
well as Gentiles, 

His arguments may be reduced to theſe 
ſyllogiſms . © The wrath of God is revealed 
&« againſt thoſe, who hold the truth in un- 
« righteouſneſs ; i. e. who acknowledge the 
« truth, and yet fin againſt it. 

„ The Gentiles acknowledged truths ;. but, 
« partly by their Idolatry, and partly by their 


« other deteſtable vices, they ſinned againſt 


« the truth they acknowledged. 

&« THEREFORE the wrath of God is revealed 
** againſt the Gentiles, and puniſheth them. 

Tux Jews have acknowledged more truths 
te than the Gentiles, and yet they fin. 

C CONSEQUENTLY the Jewiſh ſinners are 
« yet more expoſed to the wrath of God *.“ 

Havins thus proved his point, he anſwers 
certain Objections to it. 

OzJjecTiIon I. “ The Jews were well 
ce grounded in their knowledge, and ſtudied: 


Ch. i. 18. il. 20. t Ch. Ii. . 7. 
ch. il. 1-12. TEX 


ce the 


n 
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ce the law.“ He anſwers, if the knowledge 
of the law, without obſerving it, could juſtify 
them, then God could not have condemned 
the Gentiles, who knew the law by nature 1. 

OsJzcTion H. «„ The Jews were circum- 
eiſed.“ ANeswER. That is, ye are admitted 
by an outward fign into the Covenant with 


God. This-fign will not avail you when ye 


violate that Covenant ®, 
OsJecTIon III. „According to this doc- 
c trine of St. Paul, the Jews have no advan- 
“ tage before others.“ AnswER. Ves, they 
{ſtill have advantages; for unto them are com- 
mitted the oracles of God, But their privileges 
do not extend to this, that God ſhould over- 
took their fins, which, on the contrary, n 
ture condemns even in the Jews . 
OBEN IV. „They had the Levitical 
« Law and Sacrifices.” AxswWER. From 
hence is no remiſſion, bur only the knowledge 
of ſin . urs 
5. From all this St. Paul concludes, 


that Jews and Gentiles may be juſtified by 


Ch. ii. 13—16. =» Ch. 11. 25— end. 
a Ch. iii. 110. a „ Ch. Hi. 20. 


the 


— UA rt MX. 
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the ſame means, namely, without the Levi- 
tical Law, through faith in Chriſt: And in 


dppoſition to the imaginary advantages of the 
Jews, he ſtates the declaration of Zechariah, 


that God is che God as well of the Gemiles, 


as the Jews ?, 

6. As the whole bleſſing was promiſed to 
the faithful deſcendants of Abraham, whom 
both Scripture and the Jews call his Chil- 
dren, he proves his former aſſertion from 
the example of Abraham; who was an Ido- 
later before his call, but was declared juſt 
by God, on acconnt of his faith, long before 
his circumciſion. Hence he takes occaſion to 
explain the nature and fruits of faith 9, 

7. He goes on to prove from God's juſtice 
that the Jews had no advantages over the 
Gentiles, with reſpe@ to Juſtification. Both 
Jews and Gentiles had forfeited life and im- 
mortality, by the means of one common fa- 


ther of their race, whom they themſelves had 


not choſen, Now as God was willing to re- 
ſtore immortality by a new ſpiritual head of a 
covenant, viz, Chriſt, it was juſt that both 


y Ch. I.. 21 — end. 
1 Ch. iv. 1. v. 11. 


G Jews 
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Jews and Gentiles ſhould ſhare in this ney 
repreſentative of the whole race *. —— 
Chap. v. ver. 15, 16, amount to this nega- 
tive queſtion, © Is it not fitting that the free 
gift ſhould extend as far as the offence ?” 

8. He ſhews that the doctrine of Juſtih- 
cation, as ſtated by him, lays us under the 


ſtrongeſt obligations of holineſs *, w 
9. Hz ſhews that the Law of Moſes no 
longer concerns us at all; for our juſtification 


ariſes from our appearing in God's ſight, as if i 
actually dead with Chriſt, on account of our * 
ſins; but the Law of Moſes was not given to 


the dead. On this occaſion he proves at __ 
large, that the eternal power of God over us *. 
is not affected by this, and that whilſt we are 5 
under the Law of Moſes we perpetually be- | 
come ſubject to death, even by fins of inad- 5 
vertency *. | #4 

10. HENCE te concludes, that all thoſe, | 
and thoſe only, who are united with Chriſt, 4 
and for the ſake of his union do not liye ac- of 
cording to the fleſh, are free from all con- in 


* Ch. V. 12 — end. 
Ch. vi. i— end. 


derynation 


tion 
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demnation of the Law, and have an undoubt- 
ed ſhare in eternal Life v. 


11.  Havins deſcribed their bleſſedneſs, 


he is aware, that the Jews, who expected a 
temporal happineſs, ſhould object to him, 
that Chriſtians natwithſtanding endure much 
ſuffering in this world. He anſwers this ob- 
jection at large *. 

12. HE ſhews that God is not the lefs true 
and faithful, becauſe he doth not juſtify, but 
rather rejects and puniſhes . thoſe Jews who 
would not believe the Meſſiah *. In diſcuſſing 
this point we may obſerve the cautious man- 
ner in which, on account of the Jewiſh pre- 
judices, he introduces it , as well as in the 
diſcuſſion itſelf, 

He ſhews that the promiſes of God were 
never made to all the poſterity of Abraham 


and that God always reſerved to himfeif the 


power of chufing thoſe ſons of Abraham,whom 
for Abraham's ſake he intended to bleis, and 
of puniſhing the wicked ſons of Abraham; 
and that with reſpect to TEMPORAL happineſs 
or miſery, he was not even determined in his 


* Ch. viii. 18— end. 
y Ch. ix. 1— 3 


% Ch, viii. 1—1 7. 
Ch, in. x. zi. 


(3 2 choice. 
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choice by their works. Thus he rejected 1ſh- 
mael, Eſau, the Iſraelites in the deſatt in the 
time of Mofes, and the greater part of that 
people in the time of Iſaiah, making them a 
facrifice to his juſtioe e.. | 

He then proceeds to ſhew that God had 
reaſon to reject moſt of the Jews then living, 
becauſe they would not believe in the Mefhah, 
though the Goſpel had been preached to them 
plainly enough“. However, that God had not 
rejected all his people, but was ftill fulfilling 
his promiſe upon many thowſand natural de- 
feendams of Abraham, who believed. in the 
Meſſiah ; and would in a future period fulfil 
them upon more; for that all Iſraet would he 
converted d. And he concludes with admiring 
the wiſe counſels of God ©, 

13. FrRoM the Doctrine hitherto laid down, 
and particularly from this, that God has 
in mercy accepted the Gentiles ; he argues, 
that the Romans ſhould conſecrate and offer 
themſelves up wholly to God. This leads him 
to mention in particular ſome Chriſtian du- 
ties “, viz. 


Ch. ix. 6-29. * Ch. ix. 30. x. end. 
4 Ch. xi. 132. © Ver. 33. —end. 
Ch. xn. 


14. He 


pt 2 
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14. Hz exhorts them to be ſubject to ma- 
giſtrates *; the Jews at that time n given 


to ſedi tion. 
15. To love one another heartily . And, 


16. To abſtain from thoſe vices, which 


were conſidered as things indifferent among 
the Gentiles 8, 

17. Hz exhorts the Jews and Gentiles in 
the Chriſtian Church to brotherly unity“. 
18. H concludes his Epiſtle with an ex- 
euſe for having ventured to admoniſh the Ro- 
mans, whom he had not converted; with an 
account of his journey to herufalem; and 
with ſome ſalutations to thoſe perfons whom 
he meant to recommend to the Church at 
Rome l. | 


Ch xill, 7. 1 Ver. 80. 
& Ver, 11 — end. 5 Ch. . 1. XV. 1 
| Vide Michaglis. 


OF 


4 


. unleavened,” which he interprets, © Ye are now keep- 


L. 102. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THEM co 
CORINTHIANS, the 

| | | 

A ORIN TH was a wealthy and luxuri- 8 
ous city, ſituated in Achaia, upon the 5 
Iſthmus or neck of land which joins Morea to . 
the reſt of Greece. Near it were celebrated P. 


thoſe Iſthmian games to which St. PavuL al- 9 
ludes in this Epiſtle. In this city St. Paul had 
ſpent two years, planting a Chriſtian church, a 
which conſiſted, like moſt of the others, of a 
mixture of Jewiſh and, Chriſtian converts. 
But having been abſent from them about three t 
years, they were over- run with great diſor- f 
ders, and ſplit into various ſects and factions. 
Tunis occaſioned the following Epiille, 
which was written by St. Pa ul, juſt before 
his departure from Epheſus *, about Eaſter 


k Acts, XX. 31. 1 Cor. xvi. 8, g. (5 
1 So Michaelis infers from Ch. v. 7, & „ Ye are 


ing the feaſt of unleavened bread.” 


Dr. Lardner dates this Epiſtle a year ſooner, 
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in the year of Chriſt Lv11, in the third of the 
emperor Nero. It was intended, partly to 
correct ſome Corruptions and Abuſes among 
the Corinthians, and partly to anſwer certain 
Queries they had propoſed to him, 


In his Introduction n, he expreſſes his ſa- 
tisfaction at all the good he knew of them, 
particularly at their having the gift of the Holy, 
Ghoſt for the confirmation of the Goſpet. 


AnD firſt, he corrects their corruptions and 
abuſes. | 

1. He rebukes the SeCtaries among them, 
and defends himſelf againſt one or more falſe 
teachers, 'who had alienated moſt of the Co- 
rinthians from him *. | 

2. He conſiders the caſe of a notorious of- 
fender, who had married his father's wife, i. e. 
his own ſtep- mother: orders them to excom- 
municate this perſon, and to acknowledge no 
public fornicator as a brother o. 

3. He reproves them for their covetous 
and litigious temper, which cauſed them to 


m Ch. 1. 19. 
» Ch. i. 10. iv. end. 


Ch. v. 13. 


6G 4 proſecute 
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| proſecute their Chriſtian brethren before hea- 
then courts of Judicature v. 

4. HE cautions. them againſt seen 
. to which they had been extremely ad- 
dicted before they were converted, and which 
ſome of them ſtill reckoned among the things 
indifferent, or which might be practiſed or let 
alone without breach of morality 4. 


Ix the xRXT place he anſwers certain 
Queries they had propoſed. 


And, 1. He determines ſome queſtions re- 


lating to the marriage-ſtate”, 

2. He inſtructs them how to act with re- 
ſpect to 1dol-offerings *, . It could not be un- 
lawful in itſelf to eat the meat which had 
been offered to Idols; for the conſecration 
of fleſh or wine to an Idol did not make it 


the property of the Idol, an Idol being r no- 


thing, and therefore incapable of property. 


But fome Corinthians thought i it lawful to go ; 


to feaſt in the 1dol- rupley, which at the 


Ch. vi. 1 
4 Ch. vi. 10— end. 


Ch. vii. 1---end. 
* Ch. viii. 1. xi 1. 
n. *. 2539. 

| ſame 
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ſame time were places of reſort for lewdneſs; 
and to eat the ſacrifices whilſt praiſes were 
ſung to the Idol“. This was publickly 
joining in the Idohatry.—He even adviſes to 
abſtain from fuch participation as was law- 
ful, rather than give offence to a weak 
brother: which he inforces by his own ex- 
ample, who had abſtained from many lawful 
things, rather than create offence to the 
Goſpel, | 

3- He anſwers a third query, concerning 
the manner in which women ſhould deliver 
any thing in public, when called. to it by a 
divine impulſe . And here he cenſures the 
unuſual dreſs of both ſexes in propheſy ing, 
which expoſed them to the contempt of the 
Greeks, among whom the men uſually went 
uncovered, and the women velled, 

He alſo takes occaſion here to cenſure the 
irregularities committed at their loye-feaſts, 
Kc. and in the exerciſe of the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, &c*. 


„ Ch. viii. 10. x. 20—22. 
» Ch. xi. 2---17. ver. 18---34. 
* Ch. X11, xiii. xiv. 


4 He 


* 
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4. He aſſerts the Reſurrection of the dead; 


which ſome among the Corinthians doubted, 
and others denied J. 


He then concludes with ſome directions to 2 
the Corinthian Church concerning the man- 
ner of collecting alms; promiſes them a viſit; 
4nd ſalutes ſome of the members 2. ; 


x Ch, xv. 
* Ch, xvi. Vid. Michaelis. 


% 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
THE CORINTHIANS. 


T. Pavr's firſt Epiſtle had wrought dif- 

ferent effects among the CoRINTHIANS : 
Many of them entered into themſelves; they 
excommunicated the inceſtuous man; requeſt- 
ed St. Paul's return with tears, and vindicated 
him and his office againſt the falſe teacher and 
his adherents. Others of them till adhered 
to that adverſary of St. Paul, expreſsly de- 
nied his Apoſtolical Office, and even furniſhed 
themſelves with pretended arguments from 
that Epiſtle. He had formerly promiſed to 
take a journey from Epheſus to Corinth, 
thence to viſit the Macedonians, and return 
from them to Corinth*, But the unhappy 
ſlate of the Corinthian Church, made him al- 
ter his intention?®, ſince he found he muſt 
have treated them with ſeyerity. Hence his 


* Cor. i. 15, 16. 
» Ver. 33 


adverſaries 
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adverſaries partly argued, 1ſt, That St. Paul 
was irreſolute and unſteady ; and therefore 
could not be a prophet. 2dly, The improbabi- 
tity of his ever coming to Corinth again, ſince 
he was afraid of them, 

Sven was the ſtate of the Corinthian 
Church when St. Paul, after his departure 
from Epheſas, having viſited Macedonia ©, re- 
ceived an account of the above particulars from 
Titus “, and therefore wrote them his ſecond 
F.piitle about the end of the fame year *, or 
the beginning of LV 11z. 


Tur Contents of this Fpiſtte are theſe. 

1. He gives the Corinthians an account 
of his fuff-rings to that time, and of the com- 
fort he derived from meditating on the Refur- 
rection *, 

2. He vindicates himſelf againſt thoſe 
who would not conſider him as a true apoſtle 
becaufe he had altered his reſolutions 8. 


* Ac, XX. 1. 

4 2 Cor. vii. 5, 6. 

* So Dr. Larducr, who dates it ſrom Macedonia about 
Sept. or Oct. LVII. 

f Ch. i. 1---11. 

T Ch. i. 12. ii. 4+ 


He 
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3. HE forgives the inceſtuous man; and 
tells the Corinthians how much he longed for 
their amendment |, / 

4+ He treats of the office committed to 
him of preaching the Redemption; and highly 
prefers it to preaching the Law; to which 
probably his adverſaries had made great pre- 
tences. They had ridiculed his ſufferings; 
which he ſhews to be no diſgrace to the Goſ- 
pel or its miniſters ; and here he gives a ſhort 
abſtract of the doctrine he preaches *, & 

5. He ſhews it to be his office, not only 
to preach the Redemption by Chriſt, but to 
inculcate certain duties, and particularly that 
of flying from Idolatry (an oblique cenſure 


of thoſe who attended the Idol-feaſts l.) 


6. Hs endeavours once more to win their 
confidence, by telling them how affectionately 
he was diſpoſed towards them, and rejoiced 


at their amendment u. "'S 


7. He exhorts them to a liberal colledtio 
for the Chriſtians in Judea ", 


d Ch. ii. 5---11. Ver. 12, 13: } q » 
* Ch. ii. 14. v. end, hb. M. FE 0 

m Ch, vii. 1---16. 1 
a Ch. viii. 1. ix. 15. 
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8, Hx vindicates himſelf againſt thoſe who 
thought him deficient in the evidences of his 
Apoſtleſhip, and imputed his caution, when 
at Corinth, to his conſciouſneſs of not being a 
true Apoſtle o. 


* Ch. x. to the end. Vide Michaelis. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
| . GALATIANS, 


HE GALATIANS were deſcended from 
thoſe Gauls, who had formerly invaded 
Greece, and afterwards ſettled in Lower Aſia. 
St. PAUL had preached the Goſpel among them 
in the year L1, ſoon after the council held at 
Jeruſalem?®. Aſia ſwarmed at that time with 


zealots for the law of Moſes, who wanted to 


impoſe it upon the Gentiles 1, Soon after St. 
Paul had left the Galatians. theſe falſe teach» 
ers had got among them, and wanted them 
to be circumciſed, &c. This occaſioned the 
following Epiſtle, which an eminent critic * 
thinks was written in the ſame year, before St. 
Paul left Theſſalonica: though others dateat 
about the end of the year L11, or in the very 
beginning of L111, before St. Paul ſet out te 
go to Jeruſalem by way of Epheſus, 


Acts, xvi. 6. 
4 Acts, xv. 1. 
r Michachs. 


* Dr. Lardner, &c, 


THE 


112 OF THE EPISTLE 


Tux ſubject of this Epiſtle is much thi 
ſame with that of the Epiſtle to the Romans 
only this queſtion is more particularly conſ- 
dered here, „Whether Circumciſion, and the 
« full obſervance of the Ltevitical Law, were 
6 WN I. to the ratten of a Chriſtian con. 
« vert.“ 

Ir ſeems, theſe Judaizing Chriſtians, whole 
indirect views St. Paul expoſes *, at firſt only 
laboured to repreſent Circumciſion as neceſſary 
to ſalvation, without obliging the Gentiles to 
obſerve the whole Levitical Law *; yet they 


inſiſted upon the Chriſtians receiving the | 


Jewiſh feſtivals and ſabbatical years v. 


. Trex principal Arguments were, 

1. THAT the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, St. 
Peter in particular, and the whole Church at 
Jeruſalem, conſidered Circumciſion as necel- 
ſary; that St. Paul was only a deputy from 
that church, and his doctrine only to be re- 
garded fo far as it agreed with that of the 
church of Jeruſalem,” This obliged St. 
Paul to declare, not only that the Apoſtles at 


Ch. vi. 12, 13. 
Acts, xv. i. Gal. v. 3. 9. 
» Ch. iv. 10. 


Jeruſalem 


*"S 
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Jeruſalem perfectly concurred with him, but 
alſo that he was an immediate Apoſtle of 
Chriſt, 


2. „ Tur St. Paul himſelf had changed 


his opinion, and now preached up the Leviti- 
cal Law.“ They urged perhaps that he had 
cauſed Timothy to be circumciſed juſt before 
he came to them. 

3. THAT all the promiſes of God were 
made to the ſons of Abraham; and that ha- 
ever would partake of Abraham's bleſſing, 
muſt, like him, he circumciſed,” This objec- 
tion he fully anſwers *, : 

4. THAT Ifaiah foretold an approach; 
ing converſion of the Heathens, and promiſed 
children from among them to Sion, or Jeruſa- 
lem; and therefore, if the Gentiles deſired to 
be children of the church of Jeruſalem, they 
ought to conſorm to the rites of that church.“ 


In anfwer to this the Apoſtle ſhews, that theſe 


children were not promiſed to the Jewiſh, but 
to the ancient or Jebuſite Jeruſalem (. 


* Gal. i. 8. 10. v. 11. Ad, xvi, 3. Gal. ii. 3. 

* Gal. ii. 7. iv. 18. 

» Ch. iv. 19-31. The words, ver. 25, « Sinai is a mount 
in Arabia,” are thought to be a gloſs crept into the text, 


H ST. 


1 
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ST. Paul frequently directs Chriſtians to 
bear with the weakneſs of thoſe Jewiſh Con- 
verts who obſerved the Levitical Law >, But 
the Galatian Church conſiſted of Gentiles; 
and the whole import of this Epiſtle is, that 
they ſhould not be circumciſed, 

In the two laſt chapters are ſome practical 
exhortations, deſigned chiefly againſt the ani- 
moſities and partialities which theſe diſputes 
had bred among them, 


d Rom, xiv. Acts, xxi. 23, 24. 26. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
EPHESIANS, 


E. PH ES US was the chief city of all Aſia 
on this ſide Mount Taurus. St. PA us. 
had paſſed through it in the year LIV, but 
without making any ftay © The following 
year he returned to Epheſus again, and ſtayed 
there three years 4. During his abode there, 
he compleated a very flouriſhing church of 
Chriſtians ; the firſt foundations of which had 
been laid by ſome inferiot teachers. As Epheſus - 
was frequented by perſons of diſtinction from 
all parts of Aſia- minor, St. PAul took the 
opportunity of preaching in the ancient coun- 
tries ©; and the other churches of Aſia were 
conſidered as the daughters of the church of 
Epheſus; ſo that an Epiſtle to the Epheſians 
was, in effect, an Epiſtle to the other churches 
of Aſia at the ſame time. 

In the year Lx1, St. Paul wes carried pri- 
ſoner to Rome for the firſt time; and during 


„Ab, il. 2921. ch. zix. © Ver. 10. 
( H 2 his 
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his confinement there, which was not very 
cloſe , he wrote the Epiſtles to PHILEMOx, 
the CoLoss1ans, the EryEsIANs, and Pul- 
LIPPIANS, | 

HENCe all theſe Epiſtles bear ſo great a re- 


- ſemblance in their ſtyle and manner. Of theſe 
four, a learned writers thinks the Epiſtle to 


the EyHESsLIANs was firſt written by the Apoſ- 
tle in the ſpring, A. D. Lx1, as ſoon as con- 
veniently could be, after his friends at Rome 
had taken a lodging for him, and he was ſet- 
tled in it. 

Tris Epiſtle was intended to eſtabliſh the 
EPHESIANS in the faith; and to this end to 
give them more exalted views of the love of 
God, and of the excellence and dignity of 
Chriſt; To ſhew them they were ſaved by 
grace, and that the Gentiles (however wretched 
they had been once) had now equal privileges 
with the Jews; To encourage them, by de- 
claring with what ſteadineſs he (St. Paul) ſuf- 
fered for the truth, and with what earneſtneſs 


he prayed for their eſtabliſhment and perſe- 


verance in it; And finally to engage them to 


5 Ach, xxvili. 31, 32. Dr. Lardner. 
the 


eſe 


ol- 
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the practice of thoſe duties, which became 
them as Chriſtians ®, | 


THe city of EpHesvs was diſtinguiſhed by 
peculiar vices and fins, which are alluded to 
in this Epiſtle, and in thoſe to 'T1MoTHY, 

1. It was the genuine feat of the idola- 
trous worſhip of Diana, who was called 
EQTEIPA, or the Saviour Goddeſs: in oppo- 
ſition to which St. Paul calls the true Deity 
EQTHP, or the Saviour God, in his epiſtle to 
Timothy |, 

2. Tus Epheſians were remarkable for the 
practice of ſuperſtitious arts *, 

3. THey were vain in their dreſs l. 

4. THEY were remarkable for lewdneſs and 


drunkenneſs, and gloried in obſcenity of lan- 


guage *. | 
Ax eminent Critic ® thinks the Chriſtians of 
Epheſus were alſo tainted with the errors of 


the Eſſenes; an account of which the Reader 


will find below, in the Introduction to the 
FIRST EPISTLE to TIIũO TU. 


1 Dodderidge. : 1 1 Tim. i. 1. ii. 3. 


* Acts, X1X. 18, 19s l See 1 Tim. ii. 9, 19, 
m Eph. ch. v. | 


XM. Michaelis. See his Lectures on the New Teſtament. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
PHILIPPIANS, 


HILIPPI was a city of no great 

extent, in Macedonia, near the borders 
of Thrace, The Chriſtian religion was firſt 
planted there about the year LI, by St. Paule, 
who left St. Luke and Timothy to carry on 
the work. He afterwards paid them a ſecond 
viſit , and it is probable ſaw them afterwards 
a third time, 

Tris Epiſtle was ſent at the ſame time 
with the preceding viz. A. D. Lx11 or LX111, 
1 ie deſign of it ſeems to be, to comfort 
the Philippians under the concern they had 
exprefled for his impriſonment at Rome; To 
check a party ſpirit that had crept in among 
them; and to promote on the contrary an 
in: re union and harmony of affection; To 
guard them againſt being ſeduced from the 


„Acts, xvi. r Adds, xxi. 6. 
purity 
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purity of the Chriſtian faith by judaizing 
teachers; To ſupport them under the trials 
with which they ſtruggled; And, above all, 
to inſpire them with a concern to adorn their 
holy profeſſion by the moſt eminent attain- 
ments in the divine life 4, 


4 Vide Dodderidge. 
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THE SPISBTLE-TO.THE 
COLOSSIANS 


OLOSSE (or, as it was antiently 
written, Colaſſæ) was a conſiderable city 
of Phrygia in Aſia-minor. St. Paul himſelf 
had not been at this city when he wrote this 


Epiſtle r, though he had ſome years before 


travelled through Phrygia. However, Epa- 
phras had founded a Chriſtian Church at 


- Colofſe, and probably in the neighbouring 


cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis*. It is pro- 
bable that ſome Coloſſians, who had heard 
St. Paul preach at Epheſus *, might be con- 
yerted by him; and among them PHILEMON, 
to whom St. Paul addreſſed his Epiſtle fo 
intituled. 


Now the Churches of Coloſſe, Laodicea, and 
Hierapolis, were expoſed to more imminent 


r Col. ii. 1. Col. i. 7. iv. 12, 13 
A, Xxix. 10. | 


danger 


2 2. 
5 
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danger of being ſeduced: by falſe teachers, 
as they had not received the Goſpel imme- 
diately from an Apoltle, but from Epaphras; 
and as they might queſtion, whether Epa- 
phras did not err in ſome reſpects : this oc- 
caſioned St. Paul's anxiety for them, and 
induced him to confirm the doctrine of Epa- 
phras by this Epiſtle “, which was written 
from Rome about the ſame time with the 
preceding, A. D. LXII or LXIII. A learned 
writer * thinks this and the Epiſtle to Phi- 
LEMON were ſent away together by Fychicus 
and Oneſimus, although that to Philemon 
was probably firſt delivered. | 

Tur more immediate occaſion of writing 
to the Coloſſians, was an Epiſtle St. Paul 
had received FROM the Laodiceanz”, which 
an eminent Critic® thinks contained tome 
written queries relating to the doctrines of 
the Efſenes, and this Epiſtle was intended 


d to anſwer them. What thoſe Doctrines were, 
It | 
Col. ii. 1, 
Col. i. 7. iv. 12, 13. 
* Ladner. See allo Michaelis. 
r 7. Y Ch. iv. 16, -» Michacls. 
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ſee in the Introduction to the FiRsT EKPISTII 
To I1MoTHY. 


This Epiſtle to the Coloſſians is ſo like that 


to the Epheſians, both in language and con- 


tents, that the one will greatly illuſtrate the 
other. 


OF 


Tri 


ISTLE 


» that 
con- 
e the 


l 123 ] 


O F 


THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 


HESSALONICA was in St. PAur's 
time the capital of Macedonia. St. 
PauL had preached the Goſpel there in the 
year LI *: ſome few among the Jews received 
the Goſpel ; but a great multitude of thoſe 
Heathens, who confeſſed one only true God, 
became converts to Chriſt, Hence the majo- 
rity of the Church conſiſted of native Hea- 
thens, who had formerly been Idolaters e. 
The Jews, ever jealous of the admiſſion of 
the Gentiles to the ſame privileges with them- 
ſelves, raiſed ſuch a diſturbance, that St. Paul, 
with Silas, was obliged ſuddenly to withdraw : 
they even purſued him to Berea. He left 
Silas and T imothy there, and fled to Athens, 
ordering them to follow him. Timothy 


Ac, xvi. 
b Econ EMA. 
* 1 Thell. i. g. 


Acts, xvii. 14, 13. 
| did 
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did not long continue there with St. Paul, 
but was ſent back to Theſlalonica e, and, 


when he returned, found St. Paul at Corinth; * 
where he reſided a year and half ?; and in Calc 
the former part of that time this Epiſtle wa . 

| probably written, Viz. about A. D. LII. yer 
Wix n regard to the ſtate of the Church of Hf 
Theſſalonica, the knowledge of which is te. a] 
quiſite to underſtand theſe two Epiſtles, * 
1, IT conſiſted chiefly of Gentiles, and of W ©. 


ſome Jewiſh members. It is probable that 
the Teachers mentioned in the fifth Chapter: gu 
were converts from judaiſm ; at leaſt, ſuch WW f 
Greeks as had before been proſelytes to the 
Jewiſh religion. . 

2. Tuts Church, being ſtill in its infancy, 
and oppreſſed by the powerful Jews, required 
to be eſtabliſhed in the faith. St. Paul there- 


ſore in the three firſt Chapters endeavours 


to convince the ITheſſalonians of the truth 
and divinity of his Goſpel, both by the mira- 


culous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which had 


* 1 Theſl. iii. 1, 2. 

7 St. Paul came there before the end of the year 31, 

and ſtaid till the beginning of 53. Lardner. 
8 Ver. 12. 
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been imparted; and by his own conduct when 
among them. 

3. An error prevailed with reſpe& to the 
doctrine of the laſt Judgment. The Thet- 


ſalonians, like moſt of the primitive Chriſti- , 


ans, thought the day of Judgement would hap- 
pen in their time. They imagined thoſe, who 
lived to ſee it take place, would have great 
advantage over the deceaſed faithful ; which 
was probably to conſiſt on their entering im- 
mediately on the Millennium. T his error he 
combats in the fourth Chapter. 

4. SOME of this Church who refuſed to 
ſubject themſelves to the teachers, had at the 
ſame time given themſelves up to diſorder; 
and they ſeem to have carried on this unruli- 
neſs, under a pretence of teaching or edify- 
ing others: On this account the Apoltle 
gives the admonitions in the fifth Chapter“. 


k Ver. 11—14 101 


"WF 


6 1] 


OF 


THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 


THE Second Epiſtle to the Thefſaloniafs 


| was ſent from Corinth ſoon after the 
firſt, viz. A. D. Lit. St. Paul found the 
Theſſalonĩans {till conſidered the day of Judge- 
ment as at hand, and that the diſorders before 
reproved were ſtill carried on among them. 
He therefore in this ſecond Epiſtle ſhews that 


the laſt day was ſtill diſtant, from ſome prophe- 


cies not yet fulfilled; and gives them more 
particular directions how to conduct them- 


ſelves towards thoſe diſorderly perſons. 


M. Michaelis thinks that 2 Theſſ. ii. 2. 
refers to ſome Epiſtles forged in St. Paul's 
name to propagate the above error; and to 
certain calculations and falſe prophecies ap- 
plied to the ſame purpoſe. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO 
TIMOUTHY.. 


— 


E have an account of T1MoTHY in the 

Acts of the Apoſtles i, and in other 
parts of the New Teſtament *, from which he 
appears to have been a youth of moſt excel- 
lent qualities, and almoſt conſtantly the 
companion of St, PAUL, 

Tuts Firſt Epiſtle to him is by ſome da- 
ted A. D. Lxv, but by others on better 
grounds! about A. D. Lv1, or Lv111, at the 
time of St, Paul's journey into Macedonia *. 
This Apoſtle being obliged to retire from 
EpHESsVUs earlier than he intended, on account 


| Adds, xvi. 1—g. 

* 2 Tim. i. 5. Acts, xiv. 9 Tim. iii. 10, 114 1 Tim. 
iv. 14 2 Tim. i. 6. 1 Tim. 4, 12. Heb. xii, 2g. 
Vid. alſo the addreſs to 2 Cor. Philipp. Coloſſ. 1 and 
2 Theſſ. Philem. 

| See Michaclis, Lardner. The place where this 
Epiſtle was written is not certainly agreed though it is 
likely St. Paul was either in Macedonia, or near it. 

Acts, XX. 1. 
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of the inſurrection raiſed by Demetrius , lef 
Timothy behind him, to reſtore perfect order 
in the Church, to fill the Eecleſiaſtical Officg, 
and to withſtand Falſe Teachers, 

As ſome of the Epheſians would not obey 


him, and others attempted to force themſelve il 4h; 


upon him as Biſhops and Miniſters, St. Paul mo 
wrote this Epiſtle, which he might lay be na 
fore them as his commiſhon : So that it is ra- ue 
ther to the EPHESIANS than to TiMoTHY «fff cer 


Ax eminent Critic ® thinks this firſt Epi-W th; 
tle to FiMoTHyY, and thoſe to the Erus- to 
$1ans and CoLos81ANS, were levelled again 
certain errors prevalent among them, which tio 
the EzsENnEs (a Jewiſh ſet) had borrowed from ¶ ac 
oriental Philoſophers : They held, 1. That thi 
God was ſurrounded by Demons or Angels, I me: 
who were mediators with God, and therefq He 
to be worſhipped. 2. That the ſoul is defiled I tho 
by the body; that all bodily enjoyments hurt poe 
the foul ; which they believed to be immortal tio 
thoughthey ſeem to have denied the reſurrectionſ the 
of the body, as it would 1 render the ſoul; 0 


) 1 of 
Ads, xix. He 
+ See 1 Tim. i. 3. 18. iv. 6. 12, 13. v. 23. 
* M. Michaelis. +; — by wet . 
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ſinful by being reunited to it. 3. That there 


was a great myſtery in numbers, particularly 


in the number Seven; they therefore attri- 


buted a natural holineſs to the Seventh or 


$abbath day, which they obſerved more ſtrictly 
than the other Jews. They ſpent their time 
moſtly in contemplation 5 abſtained from mar- 
riage, and every gratification of the ſenſes ; 
ufed waſhings, and thought it ſinful to touch 
certain things; regarded wine as poiſon, &e. 


In oppoſition to theſe, St. Paul, in theſe 


three Epiſtles, ſhews the ſuperiority of Chriſt 
to the Angels, and warns Chriſtians againſt 
worſhiping them. He cenſutes the obſerya- 
tion of Sabbaths; rebukes thoſe, who for- 
bade marriage, and the touching of certain 
things; and who delivered commandments of 
men concerning meats, and prohibited them, 


He permits Timothy to drink wine; blames- 


thoſe ' who | abſtain from nouriſhing their 
bodies; and enjoins bodily exerciſe. He cau- 
tions againſt a Philoſophy which teaches all 
theſe things; and againft perſons who aſſume 
a great appearance of wiſdom and virtue. 
He delivers Hymenzus over to Satan, be- 
cauſe he pretended there was no reſurreon 


of the fleſh, 
ec I Tux 
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Tu ſame learned writer thinks the errors 
of the Eſſenes had found, their way into theſe 


| churches, through Apollos 7, Who, was of. 
Alexandria, in the neighbourhood of, which 


Eſſenes prevailed; and alſo through the twelve 
Chriſtians mentioned in Acts xix t, who ap- 
pear | but imperfectly . acquainted withe che 
Chriſtian doctrines. He conjectures that © the 
vagabond Jews, Exorcilts *,” were of this ſect, 


1 Ach, xviti. 24. Xxix. 1---7. Ver. t---7, Ver. 2 3. 
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H IS Epiſtle, Kotz to e Gntern 

was written by St. PAuf ar Rome 
als his firſt impriſonment there, and was 
ſent to TMO T HVV in the ſummer of the year 
LXI, But others rather think it was written 
during the Apoſtle's laſt. impriſonment there, 
not very long before he ſealed the truth with 
his blood; which is commonly placed -about 
A. D. LXVI. or LXxVII. 

Trar TimoTHY was at Epheſus, or in 
Leſſer Aſia, when this Epiſtle was ſent to him, 
appears from the frequent mention in it of 
perſons reſiding at Epheſus. The falſe teachers, 
who had before thrown this church into con- 
fuſion, grew every day worſe : inſomuch that 
not only Hymenzus, but Philetus, another 
Epheſian heretic, now denied the Reſurrec- 
tion of the dead. Aer were led into this 


* $0 Dr. Ladner. » $o NM. Michaclis, and others. 
I 2 error 
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error by a diſpute about words. At firſt they 
only annexed various improper ſignifications 
to the word Reſurrection, till at laſt they 
denied the thing; pretending that the Reſur- 
rection of the dead was only a Reſurrection 
from the death of fin, and ſo was already paſt, 
This error was probably derived from the 
eaſtern philoſophy, which placed the origin of 
fin in the body. This Epiſtle conſiſts chiefly 
of affectionate advice to TimMoTHy, thence- 


forward to be active in oppoſing thoſe falſe 


teachers, and in propagating the Goſpel. - 


6 F 


THE EPISTLE TO TITUS, 


THIS may be called an Epiſtle to the 

1 Crtrans. For St. PAUL meant not 
ſo much to inſtru Titus, as to furniſh him 
with a rule to lay before the Cretans, to 
which he might appeal, whenever unworthy 
and unqualified perſons attempted to obtrude 
themſelves into the Epiſcopal office. 


Tirus was a Greek, and probably owed 
his converſion to St. Paul *; who, fourteen 
years after, took him with him to Jeruſalem, 
to the great council held there in the year 
XLIX. And as Titus was of Gentile parents, 
St. Paul would not ſuffer him to be circum- 
ciſed, that he might not abridge the liberty of 
the Gentile converts 7. Some years after, St, 
Paul diſpatched him to Corinth, to bring him 
an account of the ſtate of that Church * ; and 


» Gal. ii. g. * Tit. i. 4. 7 Gal. ii. 1-3. 
© 2 Cor, xii. 18. vii. 6. 13. 


I 3 afterwards 
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afterwards ſent him thither again, to haſten the 
collection for the poor Chriſtians in judea a, 
After this we hear no more of him, till he is 
mentioned in this Epiſtle as waving been with 
St. Paul in Crete, oy 
Tuts Epiſtle, according to Dr. Lanes 
was written towards the end of the year Lt, 
while St. Paul was in Macedonia, or near it. 


| But M. Michaelis and others think it was 


more probably written in St. Paul's Jaſt pro- 
greſs through the Aſiatic Churches, between 


his firſt and ſecond impriſonment at Rome; 


though the preciſe year they are not able to 
determine. Titus had been left at Crete, to 
Tettle the Church which St. Paul had probably 
eſtabliſhed there in his firſt journey to Rome?, 
and afterwards © The Churches in Crete 
had not hitherto had any Biſhops and Miniſ— 
ters: Titus was to appoint them; but he was 
to be upon his guard againſt ſome of the cir- 
cumciſion, who aſpired to eccleſiaſtical offices. 

Tr land of CRETE was the parent of 
Roman and Greek Idolatry; and the Cretans 
ſo tar excelled other nations in inventing 


Gods, that they were called THE Liars. 


* Ch, vin, 6. Ad, vi. 8. Tit. i. f. 
: They 
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They were allo diſtinguiſhed for deten 
vices, and a ſpirit of fedition. 

THE Cretan converts to Chriſtianity were 
indeed obliged to forſake Idolatry, and the 
worſhip of Images; but as the Cretans were 
Egyptians by deſcent, and had long inter- 
mixed the whims of Egyptian philofophy 
with Judaiſm, and as they had embraced 
Chriſtianity very early, no church was in 
greater danger of adopting the abſurd and 
heathen genealogies of God, of his only be- 


"gotten Son, and of the Kons. Hence St. 


Paul warns them againſt theſe errors “. 


# Tit. i. 14. iii, 9. Vid. Michaelis 


* 


* ” 
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EPIS T LE To PHILEMON.' 


HILEMO N ſeems to ow 4 A 
4 ſubſtantial man at Coloſſe, who had a 
ae houſe, in which a part of the Chriſ- 


tian Church aſſembled, and in which travel; 
ling Chriſtians were entertained . The want 
of public inns among the ancients made this 
hoſpitality needful; and it was particularly 
enjoined to Chriſtians, to receive one another 
hoſpitably : but, as every individual was not 
in a condition to entertain Chriſtian- ſtrangers, 
the Churches ſeem to have appointed one 
or more of their principak members for this 
purpoſe, This was the office of Deacons, 
ſo that Philemon had an office in the Church; 
and indeed he is by ſome of the ancients 
entitled Biſhop of Colofſe. Whatever his 
miniſterial office was, he is by St, Paul called 


his fellow-Jabourer 5.“ His ſon Archippus, 
to whom this Epiſtle is alſo addreſſed, had 


juſt before been Deacon in the church of 


* Ver. 32. f Rom, Xvi. 22. 


s Ver. 1. 
Co- 


1 * 
* , 
14 
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Colofle *; he is accordingly mentioned with 
honour by St. Paul, who not only ſtiles him 
his fellow-labourer like his mh; but alſo his 
fellow-ſoldier. 

PrrLEMONn ſeems to have been one of gt. 
Paul's firſt - fruits of the Church of Epheſus, 
and not to have been converted like the reſt 
by Epaphras, but by St. Paul himſelf; having 
probably come to Epheſus while St. Paul was 
there. 

Tuis Epiſtle was written from Rome (at 
the ſame time with the Epiſtles to the Coloſ- 
ſians, Philippians, &c.) about A. D. Lx11, or 
LXIII. The occaſion of it was this: Oneſi- 
mus, Philemon's flave, had robbed him, and 
fled to Rome: There St. Paul meeting with 
him, converted him to the Chriſtian Faith, 
and, having kept him ſome time to be ſatisfied 
of his reformation, ſends him back to his 
maſter with this letter; which has always been 


admired ſor its. delicacy of ſentiment and 


maſterly addreſs, and may be confidered as a 
fine model. of r ING molle 


k Col. iv. 17. I Ver. 1% 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
| HEBREWS, 


\HIS S Apoſtolic letter, according to the 
beſt authors, both ancient and modett, 
was the genuine work of St. Paul *; and, 
according to the ancients, was originally 
wiitten in the Hebrew or Syriac language; 
out of which it was tranſlated into Greek by 
ſome Apoſtolic perſon, who is believed to 
have been either St. Luke or Clement. Some 
eminent Critics, however, among the mo- 
durne, find reaſon to think our preſent Greek 
copy was not a tr nſlation, but the original; 
and that the ancients were miſtaken in this 
reſpect. 
St. Paul, contrary to his uſual cuſtom, did 
not prefix his name to this Epiſtle, for a very 


k. Many proofs of this may be collected from this 
Epiſtle itſelf. It is (evideat, from Chap. ii. g, that 
the writer was not one of Chriſt's Diſciples. See Dr. 
Lardner, who has - fully diſcuſſed this point, and finds 
xeaſon to give it to St. Paul. 
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obvious reaſon—that he might not too early 
awaken the prejudices conceived againſt hith 
by the'Jewiſh converts, which might have 
led them to throw it aſide unperuſed, It 


was written towards the end of (or ſoon after) 


St. Paul's impriſonment at Rome l, A. D. 
LXIIt, to the converted Jews of Paleſtine, 
here called Hebrews, as diſtinguiſhed from 
the Helleniſts, or foreign Jews. © A ſevere 


perſecution had deprived them of the Apoſtle 
dt. James, and had rendered almoſt that 


whole church wavering in the faith. To 
confirm ſome, and to recover others from 
their apoſtscy, was the purport of this Epiſtle, 


As the zealous defenders of the Moſaic Law 
would naturally inſiſt on the divine authority 
of Moſes, 'on the majeſty and glory attending 
its promulgation by the miniſtry 'of Angels, 
and the great privileges it afforded thoſe who 
adliered to it: The Apoſtle ſhews, 


I. Tn Ar in all theſe ſeveral artictes Chriſ- 
tianity had an infinite ſuperiority to the Law. 

Tris Topic he purſues from Chap. i. to 
xi, wherein he reminds the believing He- 


LG 3TH 


Ch. x. 34. Nil. 22, 23. 


brews 


| 
| 
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brews. of the extraordinary favour ſhewn them 
by £ 30d, in ſending them a Revelation by his 
owa Son, whoſe Glory was far ſuperior to 
tha: of Angels ®; very naturally inferring 
from hence, the danger of deſpiſing Chriſt on 
account of his humiliation, which, in perfect 
conſiſtence with his dominion over the world 
to come, was voluntarily ſubmitted to by 
him for wiſe and important reaſons ;''particu- the e 
larly to deliver us from the fear of death, and I Fore! 
to encourage the freedom of our acceſs to I bar? 
God", With the ſame view he magnifies para] 
Caur1sT as ſuperior to Moss their great their 
legiſlator; and from the puniſhment inflicted wher 
on thote who rebelled againſt the authority of led t 
Moſes, infers the. danger of contemning the Prief 
promiſes of the Goſpel 9. And as it was an the 1 
eaſy tranſition to call to mind on this occaſion I agu 
that Reſt in Canaan, to which the authority Non 
inveſted in Moſes was intended to lead them; Chr: 
the Apoſtle hence cautions them againſt un- ſubſ 
belief, as what would prevent their entering t 
into a ſuperior ſtate of Reſt to what the ſews The 
ever enjoyed?. This caution is ſtill further dem 


inforced by awful views of God's omniſcience, W 
= Ch, i. throughout. n Ch. ii. throughout. 0 
* Ch. ii. g---13, e Ch. ii. 14. iv. 11. 
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md a lively repreſentation of the High- Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt 2. In the next place he inti- 
mates the very hopeleſs ſituation of thoſe who 
apoſtatiſe from Chriſtianity * ; and then, for 
the comfort and confirmation of ſincere be- 
levers, diſplays to them the goodneſs of God, 
and his faithful adherence to his holy engage- 
ments; the performance of which is ſealed by 


the entrance of Chriſt into Heaven as our 
Forerunner. Still further to illuſtrate the 
character of our Lord, he enters into a 
parallel between him and Melchizedec, as to : 
their title and deſcent ; and, from inſtances 
wherein the Prieſthood of Melchizedec excel- 
led the Levitical, infers that the vlory of the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt ſurpaſſed that under 
the Law. From theſe premiſes the Apoſtle | 


argues, that the, Aaronical Prieſthood was not 


only excelled, but conſummated by that of 
Chriſt, to which it was only introductory and 
ſubſervient; and of courſe, that the -obli- 
zation of the Law was henceforth diffolved *. 
Then, re-capitulating what he had already * 8 
demonſtrated concerning the fuperior dignity | 


ch. iv. to the end; and Ch. v. Ae s 
c Ch. via, to the end. 
0 Ch. Vil, 1714 7. 6 * Ch. vu. 18, to the end. 
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of Chriſt's Prieſthood, he thence illuſtrates the 
diſtinguiſhed excellence of the New Covenant, 
as not only foretold by Jeremiah, but evi- 
dently enriched with much better promiſes 
than the Old “: Explaining further the doc- 
trine of the Prieſthood and interceſſion of 
Chriſt, by comparing it with what the Jewiſh 
High-prieſts did on the great day of atone- 
ment *. Afterwards he enlarges on the neceſ- 
ſity of ſhedding; Chrift's blood, and tlie ſuf- 
ficiency of the atonement made by it7; and 
proves that the legal Ceremonies could not by 
any means purify. the conſcience; whence he 
infers the inſufficiency of the Moſaic Law, 
and the neceſſity of looking beyond it *: He 
then urges the Hebrews to improve the privi- 
leges which ſuch an High-prieſt and Covenant 
conferred on them, to the purpoſes of ap- 
proaching God with confidence, to a conftant 
attendance on his worſhip, and moſt benevo- 
lent regards to each other . ane 
Tu- Apoſtle having thus obviated the in- 
firuations and objections of the Jews, for 


* Ch. ix. 1— 14 
* Cb. x. 115 


» Ch. viii. throughout, 
Ch. ix. 15, to the end, 
* Ch, x. 1g---2g4 
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the ſatisfaction and, ment 5 1 


lieving nad DRESS: 


4 a = fortify, their minds. 
cer the ſtorm of. perſecution, which in part 
had already beſallen them, and was likely to 
continues and be often, renewed. He, rex 
minds them of thoſe extremities they had en- 
dured, and, of the fatal effects which would. 
attend their Apoitacy “; calling to their ren 
membrance the eminent examples of faith and 
fortitude exbibited by Holy Men, and recorded, 
in the Old Teitament ©. He concludes his 
diſcourſe with glancing at many other illuſ- 
trious Worthies; and, beſides thoſe recorded 
in Scripture, refers to the caſe of ſeveral, who 
ſuffered under the perſecution of Antiochus 
Epiphanes. 2 Maccab, chap. viii. &c. 4 

HAvinG thus finiſhed the argumentative 
part of the Epiſtle, the Apoſtle proceeds to a 
general APPLICATION; in which he exhorts 
the Hebrew Chriſtians to * patience, peace, 
and holineſs :; cautions them againſt ſecular 
views and ſenſual gratifications, by laying 


b Ch. x. 26. to the end, © Ch. xi. 1---29- 
Ch. xi. 30. Xii. 2. * Ch, Xii. 3---14- 
| before 
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before them the incomparable excellence of 
the bleſſings introduced by the Goſpel, which 
even the Jewiſh CEconomy, glorious and mag- 
nificent as it was, did by no means equal f; 
exhorts them to brotherly affection, Purity, 
compaſſion, dependence on the divine | 
ſtedfaſtneſs in the profeſſion of the truth, a 
life of thankfulneſs to God, and benevolence 
to man t: and concludes the whole with re- 
commending their pious miniſters to their 
particular regard, intreating their prayers, 
faluting them, and pronouncing on them a 
ſolemn benediction ® > 


. 


f Ch. xii. 15-29. 5 Ch; Xii. 116. 
* Ch. xiii. 17 to the end. N 
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bably called CATHOLIC or GENERAL, 
becauſe moſt of them were written, not to par- 
252 churches, but to the Faithful diſperſed 

roughout whole countries, The sxconD 
and THIRD Ep15TLEs of St, Jon x are added 
to them, only becauſe they were written by 
the fame hand that wrote the firſt, and would 
have been loſt had they been copied ſeparately. 


Tunis Epiſtle was written by St. JAMES THE 
LEss, the ſon of Alpheus or Cleophas, ftiled 
the brother, i. e. kinſman, af our Lord, who 
ſtatedly reſided at Jeruſalem, and is ſaid-by the 
ancients to have been the firſt Biſhop of that 


City : where he is believed to have ſuffered 


martyrdom in the former part of the year 

LxII; and to have written this Epiſtle a ſhort 

time before his death: which a learned writer i 

thinks might be partly occaſioned by theoffenee 
taken at this Apoftolic letter, 
| 1 Dr. Lardner, 

* —m 


an 18 and che following Epiſtles are pro- 
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IT is generally underſtood to be addreſſed 
to the Jewiſh converts to Chriſtianity diſ- 
perſed abroad in the more diſtant regions; 
and that the Apoſtle's deſigu is partly to ex- 
hort the Chriſtian Converts to conſtancy in 
ſuffering, and partly to warn them againſt 
certain Jewiſl vices. | : 

Bor Dr, LARDNER thinks that this Epifite 
was written to all Jews, of every denomination 
throughout the world, whether Chriſtians or 
otherwiſe : for this reaſon the Apoſtle does 
not wiſh them grace or peace from Jeſus Chriſt, 
though he does not diſſemble his own Charac- 
ter; nor does he conclude with any Chriſtian 
benediction: And though à large part of the 
Epiſtle is applicable to Chriſtians, there are 


47 


ſeveral paragraphs, which ſeem particularly 


addreſſed to unbelieving Jews k. 


* Chap. iv. 1210. Ch. Ve 1-6, &c. 


o * 
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OF 
THE FIRST EPISTLE 
OF ST. PETER. 


HIS Apoftolic Lettet is probably ad- 

dreſſed to ſuch Gentiles as had forſaken 
Idolatry and believed in the true God without 
having been circumciſed, and who afterwards 
became Chtiſtians; ſuch as Cornelius the Cen- 
turion; i; e. Chriſtians from among the Pro- 
ſelytes: * Elect (or declated to be ſuch) 
« through ſanctifitation of the Spirit i.“ The 
whole Epiſtle abounds in aſſurances that theſe 
converts were tegenerate and become children 
of God, without Levitical * be 
through Chriſt. 

Tuis Epiſtle was written from a city cailed 
by St. Peter BasyLon : this ſome think to 
have been Babylon in Aſſyria, which, though 
demoliſhed, might poſſibly have ſome fe 
Chtiftians, in its neighbourhood ; however the 
generality, both ancietits and inoderns, ſuppoſe 
it to have been a figurative name for Rome. 
But M. Michaelis propoſes a query, Whether 


i vid. Ch. i. 2, compared with Acts, x. 44473 . 
15=-17, 
K 2 Jeruſalem 
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Jeruſalem might not be ſhadowed under that 
name: He alfo thinks it was written ſo early 
as the year L1x, ſoon after the great council 
held there. Rut the more received opinion is, 
that it was much later; either in the your 
LxIII or LX1vV : or at lateſt Ex VA. yl 

Sr. PeTER's chief defign is to confirm the 
toftrins of St. Paul, which the falſe- teachers 
pretended he was oppoſing; and to aſſure the 
Proſelytes, that they ſtood in the true grace of 
God a. With this view he calls them ele; and 
mentions, that they had been declared ſuch by 
the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon them o. 
He aſſures them that they were regenerate 
without circumciſion, merely through the Goſ- 
pel and Reſurrection of Chriſt v; and that their 
ſufferings were no argument of their being un- 
der the diſpleaſure of God, as the Jews ima- 
gined . He recommends it to them, to hope 
for grace to the end . He teſtifies, that they 
were not redeemed by the Paſchal Lamb, but 
through Chrift, whom God had pre-ordained 
for this purpoſe before the foundation of the 
world.. 


= De, Ladies, © Ch. v. 12. Ch. i. 1, 3. 

1 Ver. 3, 4. 2123. Ver. 6—13. 

r Ver. 13. | Vet. 18---20, 
oF 
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10 5:0 F443 T.P$TER 
\H IS ſecond Epiſtle i is ſuppoſed to have 
been written many years after the former, 
ke A.D.Lxv11,aſhort time beforeSt.Peter's 
martyrdom, which happened in LxvIII, and to 
which he alludes in one or two places. 
I Rx general deſign of this Epiſtle is, To con- 
firm the doctrines and inſtructions delivered in 
the former Epiſtle; To excite the Chriſtian 
Converts to adorn and ſtedfaſtly adhere to their 
holy Religion, as a Religion proceeding from 
God, notwithſtanding the artifices of falſe 
Teachers, whoſe character is at large de- 
ſcribed; and notwithſtanding the porigcution 
of their bitter and inveterate enemies?“ 
Tux genuineneſs of this Epiſtle has been 
doubted, from the peculiar ſtile of the 2d Chap- 
ter, which is different from the other parts of St. 
Peter's writings. Bp. SHERLOCK ſuppoſes that 
the Apoſtle, deſcribing in that Chapter the cha- 
racter of ſuch ſeducers as endangered the faith 
of the Chriſtian Converts, adopts the langyage 
and ſentiments of ſome Jewiſh author, con aiu- 


ing a ſtrong deſcription, in the eaftern manner, 


of ſome falſe prophets in that, or an earlier ages 


Ch. i. 13, 14 
K 3 or 
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OF 
THE FIRST EPISFLE o 
ST. JQHN. 


6 i HIS Epiſtle of St. John (if it is not ra- 
ther a little Treatiſe) appears, as well as 
his Goſpel, to have been written againſt Cerin- 
thus: In it he alſo alludes to the pernicious doc- 
trines of the other Gnoſties, eſpecially in the 
admonitions to walk in the light, to keep unde- 
filed from ſenſual ſins, and to abſtain from Idols. 
For whilſt Cerinthus taught, that the law of 
Moſes was abvliſhed; the others maintained, 
thai eating things offered to idols, and Goat: 
cation, were indifferent acts. 

In oppoſition to thoſe errors, St. John tays 
down three poſitions : 1. That it is neceſſary to 
walk in the light, and keepclear of fleſhly luſts, 
in order to partake of the kingdgm of God, 
2, That it is neceflary to keep the new com- 
mandment of loving one another, 3. That Jeſus 
was Chriſt and the ſon of God, not only in his 
baptiſin, but alſo at the ſhedding of his blood, 

Tuis little Treatiſe or Epiſtle is directed to 
all Chriſtians, whereſoever diſperſed; and is ſup- 
poſed to have been written before the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, by ſuch critics as apply 

ch. it, 


<1 
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ch. ii. 18, to the laſt time of the Jewiſh ſtate, 
Others ſuppoſe it to have been written after the 


Jewiſh war a, about the year Lxxx; and others 


even ſo late as the year xC1, or xcii. 


—————ů—ů— 
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THE SECOND AND THIRD 
EPISTLES OF ST. JOHN. 


\HESE are improperly denominated 
Catholic or General, being inſcribed 
to to ſingle perſons, the one to ſome lady 
of diſtinction, the other to Gaius, or Caius ; 
probably the ſame perſon whom St. Paul at 
Corinth Riles his hoſt v, and who is cele- 
brated for his hoſpitality to bis brethren. 
But a learned writer * rather thinks he was an 
eminent Chriſtian, who lived in ſome city of 
Aſia not far from Epbelus, where St. John 
chiefly reſided after he had left Jude. 


Tusse Letters are conjectured to have been 


ſent about the ſame time = or ſoon after, 
the former. 


So Dr. Lardner. 
» Rom. xvi. 23. 3 Cor. 1. 44+ 
* Dr. Lardner, 
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or 
THE CATHOLIC'EPESTLE 
OF ST. JUDE. 


HIS was written by Jup, or Joss, 
the brother of James the Leſs. The re- 
markable fimilarity between this and patt 5f 
the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter was probably 
owing to both writers drawing their 'chara&- 
ter of the falſe teachers from the deſcription 
given of the falſe prophets in ſome ancient 
Jewiſh author : and it is alſo poſſible that 8t. 
Jude might have the ſecond Epiftle of St. 
Peter before him. They both prove, againſt 
certain Heretics (probably the Gnoſtics), that a 
great day of judgement is impending; and con- 
elude, from the judgements of God formerly 

exerted, that God will be an avenger of evil. 
Tunis is believed to have been written after 
moſt (if not all) the other Apoſtolical Epiſ- 
a Au when St. Jude was arrived at a very old 
"age: Dr. Mill even dates it A. D. xc: others 

ſuppoſe it to have been written' much earlier ; 
Fet after that of St. Peter, about A. D. Liv, 

0er LXVI. 
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Hebraiſms, and is not penned in ſuch good 
and fluent Greek as the Goſpels and Epiſtles; 
which he fuppofes were written when the 
Apoſtle had acquired a more perfect knowledge 
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HIS prophetical book is COPS -haye 
been written by St. Joan the EvAx- 


5 ou 1, Who, according to Euſebius, was 
baniſhed to Patmos, an Iſle of the ZEgean Sea, 


and there received the viſions contained in this 


book, in the laſt year of the reign of Domi- 
tian, about the year xc VI. Others ſuppoſe it 
was written before the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem. This is the opinion of M. Michaelis, 


-who dates it ſo early as the time of Claudius 


or Nero, long before St. John's Goſpel or 
Epiſtles. In this he follows the opinion, of 


Sir Iſaac Newton, who coneludes it muſt hays 


been compoſed in an early period of St, Joan” $ 
life, becauſe the Kyle, he thinks, aboundswith 


of tho Greek tongue. Other critics howeyer 
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do not allow ſuch great difference of language 
between this and St. John's other writings; 
at leaſt not more than what they think may be 
occalion=d by the difference of ſubject, ariſing 
from alluſions to the prophetic books of the 
Old Teftament;' or from the abruptneſs and 
obſcurity of the prophetic ſtyle, It is again 
urged, that the REVELATION mentions no 


other hereſy, as flouriſhing, but that of the 


Nicolaitans 7, which ſubſiſted long before that 
of Cerinthus, againſt which St. John wrote his 
Goſpel between A. D. LXxV and LXVIII, and 
therefore the Revelation muſt haye been writ- 
ten long before. In oppoſition to this, it is 
doubted whether the ſeven churches of Aſia 
were founded ſo early as the tunes of Claudius 
or Nero; or had at leaſt undergone ſuch great 
changes and revolutions ag are alluded to 
in this Book, It has likewiſe been thought 


7 The NicotAtxAxs, according to ancient writers, 
were a ſet who taught the lawfulneſs of lewdneſs and 


idolatrous  facrifices: they were Jo called from one Ni- 
Calas their founder. By Nicelaitans in ſcripture ate 


thaught to be meant, in general, lewd and profligate 
perſons, who aim at nothing but their on ſecular ad- 
os: | 


1mprobable 
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improbable that the Apoſtle ſhould give this 
prophetic and myſterious Book before ever 


he had delivered a plain and ſimple narrative 


of the life of his maſter: the latter, as it 
would be of the greateſt uſe to, Chriſtians, 
would naturally be firſt afforded them; and 
the Apoſtles would be moſt likely to lay down 
the great and fundamental doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity in general, before they would think of 
entering into the ſtate of particular churches, 
or deſcribe the eyents of future times, whether 

near or remote. 


SOME other arguments for the more early 
date of this book are given by M. Michaelis, 
aud others; but, as they allow them all to be 
ſubordinate to that urged above, from the un- 
common prevalence of the oriental idioms in 
this book beyond what are found in the other 
writings of St. John, this will not be judged 
very decifive, if, after all, it ſhould appear that 
this is no more than the natural conſequence. 
of the ſubject; and that St. John, expreſſing 
in Greek the images of the ancient Hebrew 
Prophets, had a peculiar reaſon for adopting. 
their phraſeology and idioms, as being in- 

| ſeparable 
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ſeparable from the ptophetic ſtyle 2: 0 mat; 


upon the whole, perhaps, we may reaſonably 
abide by the expreſs teſtimony of Irenæus , 
that this ſacred Book was written in the reign 
of Domitian; as that ancient Father was 2 
Diſciple of Polycany; who Dad been a nnn 
of St. John himſelf, thous 


"ByT at whatever period of his Life the Re- 
velation was compoſed, there is irong internal 
Evidence >, as well as the moſt convincing po- 
firive Teſtimony, that this Book was written 
by St. John the Evangeliſt e. It is no leſs ob- 
vious that the contents are of a prophetic nature, 


and that they exhibit a ſeries of viſions, de- 


» See what is urged on the Subject of the Prophetic 

Style, in Dr. Hurd's Lectures, referred to below. Sec 
particularly Sermon the gth. 
„ Adverſ. Herel. Rb. v. cap. 30. p. 449. al Gabe 
See alſo Euſebius, Chron. lib, i. Ed. Scal. P- 8. Vide 
etiam p. 164. Lib. poſterioris & Chron. Can.' p. 208, Hift, 
Eccleſ. lib. ili. cap. 18. Bp. Newton on the | ' Prophecies, 
- ui. p. 14, 13. 

See Dr. Twells, M. Michaelis, cee. 
See —_— Py &. 07 ln t 
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ſeriptive as very important events that were to 
ſucceed-in the coufſe of ages. W 

Maxx ingenious. and learned men have 
undertaken to illuſtrate this ſacred Book, and 
even to point out very preciſely the particular 
events predicted by its inſpired Author z but 
their ſucceſs has not always been anſwerable 
to their ſanguine expectations. Perhaps a 
complete and perfect Commentary muſt be 
reſerved for future ages, when many of the 
events have taken place, which are predicted 
in it, but remain at preſent unaccompliſhed. 


_ Hows8vER, the pious Student ought not to 


be diſcouraged from the peruſal of theſe divine 
Prophecies: and it is certain that he could 
never fit down to conſider them with ſo much 
adyantage as he can at preſent, when he is 
furniſhed with ſo excellent an introduction to 
the ſtudy of theſe and all the other Prophecies, 
which regard the Chriſtian Church, in the Lec- 
tures lately publiſhed by the very learned and 
ingenious Preacher at Lincoln's-Inn 4, a, 3 2 

Introduction to the Study of the 88 
the Chriſtian Church, and in particular concerning the 
Church of Papal Rome, in x11 Sermons, &c. by Richard 
Hurd, D. D.,: London, 1772. 8v6. 
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158 OF THE REVELATION 
Ts this admired writer it will be ſufficierit 
here to refer the Reader, and he will lead him 
to as excellent a Conimentator in the great 
and admirable Joſeph Mede : to whoſe works 
theſe new Lectures are a moſt uſeful Intro- 
duction. It will be ſufficient here to give a 
ſhort extract from the latter, to aſſiſt the rea- 
der in forming a diſtinct idea of the method 
in which the whole Book of tlie Apocalypſe i is 
diſpoſed: which he will readily do, if he obſerves 
that it is reſolvable into THREE great Parts, 
Tu FiRst part is that of the Fets tits 
to the Seven Churches, containel in tlie three 
firft chapters. This, as containing little or no- 
thing prophetic, is not at all cotifideted by Mr, 
Mede. 
Tur scon Part (with which Mr. Mede 
begins his Commentary) is that of the sEA LEH 
Book, from chap. iv. to chap. x. and contains 
the fates of the Roman empire, or its Civil 
Revolutions; yet with a reference till to the 
ſtate and fortune of the Chriſtian Church. 
Trz THIRD Part is that of the opEN Book, 
with what follows to the end; and exhibits, 
in a more minute and extended view, the fates 
| | * of 
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of the Chriſtian Church, eſpecially during its 
apoſtacy, and after its recovery from it. 


Tuts Third Diviſion may, further, be con- 
ſidered as conſiſting of Two Parts. Fr 

Tie rise contains, in, chap. . xi. a ſum- 
mary view of what ſhould befal the Chriſtian 
Church, contemporary with the events de- 
duced in the ſecond part, concerning the Em- 
pire: and is given in this place, in order to 
connect the ſecond and third parts, and to 
ſhew their correfpondence and contempo- 
raneity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, p. 424, and 
Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. 

Tus ECOND Part of the laſt Diviſion N 
chap. xii. to the end) gives a detailed account 
of what ſhould befal the Chriſtian Church in 
diſtindt, and ſeveral of them mmer | 
Viſions, | | 


@ * Here 
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* Here we ſhould conclude; but as the eu- 
rious Reader may deſire to be informed how the 
Predictions revealed in this baok of St, John have 
uſually been interpreted and applied, we ſhall con- 
fftently with our  ſubjeft ſubioin A KEY TO 
THE PROPHECTES CONTAINED IN 
THE REVELATION. This is extracted 
from the learned Diſſertations of Dr. Newton, 
Bi/hop of Briſtol ©: to which the reader is re- 
ferred for à more full illuſtration of the ſeveral 
parts, as the conciſeneſs of our plan only admits 4 
Hort analyſis or abridgment of tbem. 


7 


A KEY TO THE PROPHECIES CON TAINED 
IN THE REVELATION. 


OTHING of a prophetical nature oc- | 

curs in the firſt Three Chapters, except, 

1. what is ſaid concerning the Church of EyRHE·- 
aus, that her «Candleſtick ſhall be removed out 


. Diſſertations an the Prophegies Which have remark« 
ably been fulfilled, and ren. 2 
warld, vol. ui. Nya. 


of 


of its place,” which is now verified, not only 


in this, but in all the other Aſiatic - churches 


which exiſted at that time; the light of the 
Goſpel having been taken from them, not only 
by their hereſies and divifions from within, but 
by the arms of the Saracens from without: 


And, 2. concerning the church of SMY&NA, 


that ſhe ſhall “ have tribulation ten days” 
that is, in prophetic language, ten years;” 
referring to the perſecution of Diocletian, 


which alone of all the general perſecutions 


laſted fo long. 


Tux next five Chapters relate-to the open- 


ing of the SEVEN SEALS; and by thele ſeals 


are intimated ſo.many different periods of the 
prophecy. Six of theſe ſeals are opened in 
the ſixth and ſeventh chapters. . s 

THE FiIksST SEAL or period is menen be 
for conqueſts. It commences with Veſpaſian, 
and. terminates in Nerva; and during this 
time Judea was ſubjugated. 


THE SECOND SEAL is noted for war and 
daughter. It commences "with Trajan, and 
continues through his reign, and that of his 


ſucceſſors. In this period, the Jews were en- 
L tirely 
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tirely routed and diſperſed; and great was the 
ſtaughter and devaſtation occaſioned 10 the 
contending parties. oit ho flak 

THE THIRD SEAL is charaReriſed hs a ri- 
gorous execution of juſtice, and an abundant 
proviſion of corn, wine, and oil. It com- 
mences with Septimius Severus. He and 
Alexander Severus were juſt and ſevere empe- 
rors, and at the ſame time highly celebrated 
for the regard they paid to the internal felieity 
of their people, by procuring them plenty of 
every thing, and particularly corn, wine, and 
oil. This period laſted during the gn of 
the Septimian family 

THz Four TH'SEAL is diſtinguiſhed. 8 a 
concurrence of evils, ſuch as war, / famine, 
peſtilence, and wild beaſts; by all which the 
Roman empire was remarkably infeſted from 
the reign of Maximin to that of Diocletian. 
Tx FIFTH SEAL begins at Diocletian, 
and is ſignalized by the great perſecution, 
from whence aroſe that memorable Aar, the 
Ara of Martyr s. 
Wich Conſtantine begins the SIXTH gag 
a period of Revolutions, pictured forth hy 


great commotions in earth and in heaven, al- 
| luding 
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REV ELAT ION. 163 
tuding to the ſubverſion. of Paganiſm, and the 
vſtabliſument of Chriſtianity. This period 
laſted from the reign of Conſtantine the Great, 
to that of Theodoſius the firſt. | 


Tue SEVENTH SEAL includes under it the 


remaining parts of the prophecy, and com- 


prehends ſeven periods diſtinguiſhed by the 


founding of SEVEN TRUMPETS.. _ 

As the SeaLs foretold the ſtate of the Ro- 
man empire before and till it became 
Chriſtian, ſo the TzxumegTs foreſhew the 


fate of it afterwards; each TRUMPET being 


an alarm to one nation or other, rouſing 
them up to overthrow that empire. 

Four' of theſe TRUMPETs are ſounded in 
the eighth Chapter. 

Ar the ſounding of the F1RsT, Alarie and 
his Goths invade the Roman empire, beſiege 
Rome twice, and ſet it on fire in ſeveral. places. 
At the ſounding of the sEconD, Attila and 


his Huns waſte the Roman provinces, and 
compel the eaſtern emperor Tbeodoſius the 


ſecond, and the weſtern emperor. Valentinian 


the third, to ſubmit. to ſhameful terms, At 
che ſounding of the TIR, Genſeric, and bis 


Vaiidals arrive from Africa; ſpoil and plunder 


ua EY Rome, 
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Rome, and ſet ſail again with immenſe wealth 


and innumerable captives. At the ſounding, 
of the FOURTH, Odoacer and the Heruli put 
an end to the very name of the weftern em · 


pire; ¶ heodoric founds the kingdom of the 
Oſtrogoths in Italy; and at, laſt Italy be- 


- comes, a province of the eaſtern empire, Rome 
being governed by a duke under the exarch' 


of Ravenna. 
As the foregoing eee ben - chiefly 
to the downfal of the weſtern empize, ſo do 


the two following to that of the , eaſtern. 


They are founded in the ninth, tenth, and 
part of the eleventh Chapter. 

Ar the ſounding of the FIFTH Tannen, 
Mahomet that blazing ſtar appears, opens. the 
bottomleſs pit, and with his Locuſts the 
* rabians darkens the fun and air. And at 
the ſounding of the sIxT u, a period not. yet 
finiſhed, the four Angels, that is, the four 


Syltanics, or Leaders of the Turks and Oth- 


mans, are looked from the river Euphrates. 


The Greek or Eaſtern empire was cruelly. 


4 hurt and tormented” under the FIFTH 


TRUMPET 3: but under the anz it „was 


%, lain, and utterly dello. 
1 TuE 
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Tus Latin, or Weſtern Church being in 
no wiſe reclaimed by the ruin of the Greek or 
Eaftern, but till perſiſting in their Idolatry and 
wickedneſs'; at the beginning 'of the tenth 
chapter and under the ſound of this 81xTH 
TRUMPET, is introduced a Viſion preparative 
to the - prophecies reſpecting the Weſtern 
Church, wherein an angel is repreſented, 
having in his hand a little book, or codicil, 
deſcribing the calamities that ſhould overtake 
that Church. The meaſuring of the temple 
ſhews, that during all this period there will 
be ſome true Chriſtians, who will conform 
themſelves to the rule of God's word, even 
whilft the outer court, that is, the external 
and*more extenfive part of this Temple or 
Church, is trodden under foot by Gentiles; i. 6. 
ſuch Chriſtians as, in their Idolatrous worſhip 
and perſecuting practice, reſemble and out- 
the Gentiles themſelves. Yet againſt theſe cd 
rupters of religion, there will always be ſomo 
true witneſſes to PROTEST, who, however they 


may be over- borne at times, and in appearance 
reduced to death, yet will ariſe again from time 
toctime, till at laſt they triumph and-gloriouſly 
aſcend, The eleventh Chapter concludes 

41: with 
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with the ſounding of hs SEVENTH TROW- 
PET, 

In the twelfth Chapter, by the Woman 
bearing a man- child is to be underſtood the 
Chriſtian Church ; by the great red Dragon, 
the | Heathen Roman-empire ; by the man- 
child whom the woman bore, Conſtantine the 
Great; and by the war in heaven, the con- 
teſts between the Chriſtian and Heathen re- 
ligions. 

Ix the thirteenth Chapter, by the Beaſt with 
ſeven heads and ten horns, unto whom the 
Dragon gave his power, ſeat, and great autho- 
rity, is to be underſtood, not Pagan but 
Chriſtian, not imperial but papal Rome; in 
ſubmitting to whoſe religion, the world did 
in effect ſubmit again to the religion of the 
ragon. The ten-horned Beaſt therefore re- 
Freſents the Romiſh church and ſtate in ge- 
neral: but the Beaſt with two Horns like n 
Jamb is the Roman clergy ; and that image 
'of the ten-horned beaſt, which the two-horn- 
ed beaſt cauſed to be made, and inſpired with 
life, is the Pope; whoſe number is 6665 ac- 
cording to the numerical powers of the let- 

ters 
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ters. conſtituting the Roman name Ac useg, 
Latinus, or its equivalent in Hebrew, nan 
Romith, 
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CHAPTER, XIV. By the Lamb on mount 
Sion is meant Ja $Us ; by the hundred, forte 
and four thouſand, his church and follows 
by the angel preaching the everlaſting goſpef. 
the firſt principal effort made towzrds a re- 


formation, by that public oppoſition formed 


againſt the worſhip of ſainty and, i by 
empexors and biſhops 1 in the eighth 2 ninth 

centuries ; by. the angel crying, & ks is 
a ' 4 oF : fallen, 


& 
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fallen,” the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, who 
pronounced the Church of Rome to be the 
Apocalyptic Babylon, and denounced her de- 
ſtruction; and by the third Angel, Martin 
Luther and his fellow Reformers, who pro- 
teſted againſt all the corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, as deſtructive to ſalvation. 


Here we may put a period to this ſhort 
Analyſis of the REVELATIONS; as what fol- 
lows ſeems not to be of ſuch obvious interpre- 
tation as the preceding, and therefore the curi- 
ous Reader will@ontult the Biſhop's Diss ER- 
TATIONS themſelves. In reading thoſe or 
any other illuſtration of the Prophecies con- 
tained in this myſterious book, he will do well 
always to have before him the admirable works 
of JoskPH Mpx, above quoted, 
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